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ISRAELI DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS IN AFRICA EXAMINED 


Bonn AFRIKA-POST in German Apr 83 pp 22-23 


/Article by Erwin E. Hirschmann: "Israel's Discreet Policy in Africa"/ 


/Text/ Even without diplomatic relations with most African coun- 
tries, Israel has substantially increased its trade with Africa 
since 1973, At the same time Jerusalem seeks to prevent another 
fiasco on the Black Continent. 


Israeli Africa experts both laughed and cried when reading last year's headlines on 
the initiation of diplomatic relations with Zaire. 'Israel returns to Africa" was 
the general tenor of these headlines--as if Israel had ever left Africa. 


Admittedly, most African countries severed diplomatic relations with Israel after 
the October 1973 Yom Kippur War. However, though the embassies were forced to de- 
part, the African countries certainly did not want to get rid of the experts sent by 
Israel. On the contrary: Since 1973 Israel's commitments have increased so sharply 
(despite or, possibly, just because of the lack of diplomatic relations) that 
Jerusalem is slowly beginning to have misgivings about the financial aspects. 


Now National Interests in the Foreground 


At the same time it is true to say that Israeli policy in Africa is very different 
now than before 1973, both as to quality and orientation. Earlier, especially in 
the "establishment phase" following the African countries’ independence in the 
1960's, the Jewish state was interested in maintaining as many diplomatic delega- 
tions as possible in the African countries. The Israelis at that time were primari- 
ly interested in subverting the influence of the Arab countries on the African Con- 
tinent by entering into diplomatic relations and making available generous develop- 
ment aid. It was the time when Israel provided more development aid per capita than 
any other country in the world, and its experts--mainly from the kibbuzes, the coop- 
erative socialist settlements--gained an almost legendary reputation by their labors 


in Africa. 


In 1973, though, Israel learned the lesson that its Africa policy, initiated by 
Golda Meir, the late prime minister, had a very serious flaw: Numerous African 
countries acted on the principle that politics know no friends, only--at best-- 
interests, and broke off relations with Israel, Their actions were preceded by 











generous offers of aid from the oil rich Arab countries; they promised their new 
friends on the Black Continent preferential oil prices and financial subsidies with- 
rut strings. The African countries unanimously accepted the justification for break 
ing off relations supplied free of charge by the Arab countries: As long as Israel 


occupied African territory--the Sinai, part of Egypt--no diplomatic relations with 
the Jewish state were possible. 


After the Africans threw out the Israeli diplomats, hoping for a prosperous future, 
they waited in vain for the new "golden age.'' True, in some cases Saudi Arabia 
rranted generous financial help to cope with the foreign exchange bottlenecks cre- 
ated by the inflation of 011 prices--but nothing happened either with regard to a 
preferential o11l price or stringless financial subsidies. On the contrary: The 
African countries, short of foreign exchange anyway, had to pay the same high prices 
for crude o1l as the Europeans and Americans-~and whenever large sums were trans- 
ferred from north to south, political conditions were coupled with the subsidies in- 
volved. The money provided by Qadhafi's Libya to finance the troubles in Chad and 
the antigovernment forces in Nigeria are only two of many examples. 


[Israel could easily have exploited the growing disillusionment with the Arabs' be- 
havior in Africa, using it to restore diplomatic relations, especially because since 
the Camp David Accord the Jewish State is no longer occupying the Sinai--the African 
territory. In the meantime, though, not only has the government changed in Jerusa- 
lem but also the very conception of Africa policy. 


[Israel is no longer interested in maintaining diplomatic relations with as many 
African countries as possible. Now Jerusalem prefers to choose its partners and is 
guided far more than formerly by its own interests--at most diplomatic relations are 
a desirable byproduct. Israeli policy now concentrates on three aspects: The poli- 
tical importance of an African country, its importance as a trade partner and the 
strategic location of the new friend. All three factors are to be present, if at 
all possible. If it is not, the Israelis seek the coincidence of at least twe 


Keny, Nigeria: Interesting Partners for Israel 


Kenya, for example, is an ideal case from Jerusalem's viewpoint. The country has a 
strategically favorable location, is a significant trading partner for Israel and 
wields considerable influence in Africa. Though, in 1981, Israel exported goods 
worth only about $10 million to Kenya, the cost of the experts working in that 
country do not show up in the statistics, nor do the contracts--estimated at several 
100 million dollars--received by Israelian construction firms from Kenyan public 
agencies. The situation is similar in Nigeria. In 1981 Israel exported goods worth 
more than $62 million to Nigeria and at the same time secured contracts with a total 
estimated value of roughly $1 billion. The biggest order received was the road 
building contract awarded early last year to Israel's trade union enterprise Solel 
Boneh--total value $500 million. 

Ethiopia is another case in point for illustrating Israeli policy in Africa. Until 
Emperor Haile Selassie's overthrow, the two countries maintained preferential rela- 


tions. Following the revolution in Addis Ababa and the country's subsequent drift 


toward the Eastern Bloc, the dialogue and, consequently, cooperation appeared to 








iave fallen to zero. However, for the past few months Ethiopia has returned to the 
headlines in Israel itself: Senior officials in the Israeli Defense Ministry were 
compelled to admit that some kind of military cooperation between the two countries 


nas been restored, 


[rn the meantime the substantial Israeli weapons deliveries to Ethiopia have become 
common knowledge. Moreover, Jerusalem has sent defense experts to Addis Ababa to 
help with the training needed to operate the systems supplied by Israel. Ethiopia 
uses these weapons mainly against the guerrillas in Eritrea. These latter are re- 
celving massive backing from the Arab countries--reason enough for Israel to wish 
the rebellion to fail. Of course this reason is never officially admitted, and gov- 
ernment spokesmen in Jerusalem continue to stress that they are primarily concerned 
to protect the Falasha (black Ethiopian Jews) whom Israel ‘ikes to consider the de- 
scendants of King Solomon and the Queen of Sheba. In Ethiopia the Falasha are 
among the most disadvantaged population groups, and some years ago Jerusalem placed 
igents in the region of Falasha settlements, who are supposed to look after the 
equitable distribution of aid to and the concerns of the "black Jews." 


The fate of the Falasha may just about serve as an excuse for the commitment in 
thiopia. However, the same argument will not do for Zaire, because hardly any 

Jews live in that country. For Israel Zaire is the classic case of a country rich 

in raw materials but beset by security problems that may be solved with aid from 
Jerusalem. Despite all claims to the contrary, hard reciprocal bargaining is in- 

volved in Israel-Zaire relations, The government in Kinshasa supplies raw materials, 
[srael supplies weapons and experts to improve the miserably low standards of the 

army. All of this is happening not only with the approval but indeed with the solid 

backing of the United States--and subject to considerable dispute in Israel itself 

because of the Israeli role as a stand-in. 


About-Turn Toward South Africa After 1973 


Equally hotly debated in Israel are relations with South Africa. These have flour- 
ished only since 1973. After the 1948 establishment of the Jewish state, the 
[sraelis took an unswerving stand with the opponents of the republic on the Cape. 

[In subsequent years they even backed South African resistance groups such as the 

Pan African Congress (PAC). Cited as arguments for that policy were the antisemitic 
attitude of the majority of white South Africans as well as Israel's interest in 
good relations with Black Africa. 

This attitude has now changed radically. Though antisemitism continues in South 
Africa, it 18 not much more widespread than in the FRC, for example. Moreover, 
South Africans were able even in times of foreign exchanze controls to financially 
iid Jewish and Israeli organizations. Some $20 million per annum gotto Israel this 
way--collected by Jewish citizens of South Africa, who contribued more per capita 
than any other Jewish group anywhere, including the United States. Added to all 
this in the past 10 years was South Africa's interest in Israeli weapons; the deli- 
very of three Reshef class speedboats--with a firepower per unit exceeding that of 

a battle cruiser of World War II--furnishes a significant example of military coop- 
eration. True, the republic on the Cape paid well for this cooperation. Though no 
price was ever mentioned, it is alleged in Jerusalem that Israel charged an exces- 
sive amount for the speedboats so as to secure the further development of this 


system. 
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INTER~AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


GERMAN PARTIES SEEK CONSENSUS ON POLICY TOWARD AFRICA 


Bonn AFRIKA-POST in German Apr 83 pp 3-4 


/Article by Erwin E. Hirschmann: "Talks on Africa Are Still Proceeding''/ 


/Text/ The new Federal Government's future Africa policy was not 
precisely drawn in the coalition negotiations. Summit talks (Kohl, 
Strauss, Genscher) are to arrive at a reasonable compromise by the 
time the government policy statement is published on 4 May. 


In his talks with the CSU and later the FDP, Federal Chancellor Helmut Kohl delibe- 
rately aimed at leaving aside questions of detail and instead adopted relatively 
flexible outline data. Evidently he wished the Federal Government he leads to re- 
tain the necessary elbow room to be able--if necessary--to quickly resvond to devel- 
opments inside and outside Africa. 


He had the backing of Federal Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher who was of 
course anxious in a Union led government also to maintain the continuity of Bonn's 
Africa policy--despite all difficulties. He started from two main assumptions: 


The African countries' influence in international organizations should be used for 
the benefit of the FRG. To achieve this goal, it will be necessary to pursue a po- 
licy that does not deal with issues considered sensitive by Black Africa (such as 
the problem of racial discrimination in southern Africa) against the announced views 
of the Africans. The FRG is a partner in international treaties--as in the case of 
Namibia--and cannot get out of this treaty without suffering some damage. 


Our policy should continue to be guided by the supreme commandment according to 
which the Federal Government will be able to expand its influence in Africa only if 
it is prepared to meet the Africans halfway and, under the general heading "achieve- 
ment of genuine nonalignment" to materially aid even those countries whose politics 
are not always geared to the interests of the West. 


In his talks with the CDU leaders, Franz Josef Strauss opposed his own and distinct- 
ly farther reaching guiding principles on Africa to these views of Federal Foreign 


Minister Genscher: 
-- German Africa policy may no longer .emain blind to the African reality. 


-- Africa must not be an area of experimentation for concepts of parliamentery demo- 
cracy that are inappropriate to that Continent. 








-- German Africa policy must appreciate the fact that Moscow desires to snatch con- 
trol of Africa's raw materials sources that are vital for Europe as well as of the 
sea lanes to Europe around southern Africa, so as to make Europe susceptible to po- 
litical blackmail and consequently more pliable. 


A Particularly Disputed Topic: South Africa 
As for Namibia, the CSU chairman demanded the following: 


l. Total backing for the Democratic Turnhalle Alliance, the peaceful and equal plu- 
ralism of all population groups in Namibia. 


2. The immediate cessation of support for the procommunist and terrorist SWAPO and 
the exercise of the appropriate influence on the EC. 


3. The abandonment of U.N.Resolution No 435, because elections cannot be contempla- 
tC as long as Cuban mercenaries remain in Angola. The reopening of the German con- 


+ 
ulate in Windhoek. 


Particularly controversial and therefore disputed by the CDU too were Franz Josef 
Strauss’ views on South Africa. The Bavarian minister president issued the follow- 


ing detailed proposals: 
1. Short-term Goals of German South Africa Policy 


-- The achievement of equal treatment of all population groups with regard to the use 
of public facilities such as hospitals and schools, also equal payment for equal work 
and an end to job discrimination, and lastly the admission of mixed racial groups 

to cultural and sporting events to produce general civic equality. 


-- The maintenance of the industrial and agricultural strength of South Africa. 
Without it, millions of Blacks in that country would suffer famine, and South Afri- 
ca's important aid to the neighboring Black ruled countries would come to an end. 


Strauss’ Long-term Aims 
). Long-term Goals of German South Africa Policy 


-- We must so influence the holders of political responsibility and government power 
to push ahead with constitutional reforms in their country appropriate to the exist- 
ing historical and ethnic conditions that white culture may be safeguarded, the 
rights of the colored and especially the black population proceed in an evolutionary 
and organic manner, the oppression or destruction of minorities made impossible and 
a condominium (joint government) of the races involved come to pass. 


-- This cannot be achieved by military pressure or economic boycotts--the victims in 
both cases would mainly be the Blacks--but by specific guarantees on security and 


economic cooperation. 


-- Only when the leaders of revolutionary movements notice that they cannot make pre- 
vail their Marxist revolutionary goals at the expense of the Blacks and by fighting 








the Whites and the Coloreds, because North America and Europe oppose such a procedure 
also, will they resign themselves to the fact that a revolutionary minority is not 
able with backing from the Soviet Union and other communist countries to apply their 
imprint to southern Africa. 


-- Such a portenteous settlement will be possible only when the minority of Blacks 
is freed from the fear of falling victim to the so-called liberation, of becoming 
the object of new oppression and helpless in the face of cruel acts of terror. 


-- Such a settlement, the establishment of a multiracial condominium, cannot be sub- 
ject to a timetable decided by the threatening impatience of black revolutionaries 
--alming at their own arbitrary domination--or the perilous naivety of so-called pro- 
gressive white ideologues. It will require a far longer timespan than artificially 
stimulated world public opinion would like to believe. 


-- World public opinion must no longer be manipulated to bestow on revolutionaries a 
sentimental-moral overestimation and a revolutionary-charismatic halo Sympathy 
with acts of terror does not produce a more just order, does not concern itself 

with the question whether the mass of Blacks gains more freedom, more equality and 
more prosperity; it only strives by radical means to get rid of the present rulers 
without wondering about the consequences of the new domination. 


-- The free world must back long-term evolutionary projects instead of favoring re- 
volutionary intrigues. 


CSU Development Principles 


Lastly Strauss asked whether agreement on the following principles of development 
in fact existed: 


-- It is the task of development aid to help peoples help themselves, and to use re- 
alistic criteria. 


-- In all suitable cases an effort must be made to have measures adopted that help 
produce jobs in the German economy. 


-- Western security interests are not the sole criterion of our development aid. On 
the other hand such aid may not adversely affect our own vital interests nor benefit 


hostile forces. 
-- Humanitarian aid is not affected. 


-- Development aid may not turn into subsidies for waste, corruption or socialist 


experiments. 


Although many of these hypotheses were very close indeed to CDU views, Helmut Kohl 
was not prepared unreservedly to accept the CSU chairman's proposals. Among his 
reasons was his inability to have them approved by the FDP. Moreover, the items 
referring to South Africa were not really acceptable in this form to many CDU par- 
liamentarians, and these deputies (who are very influential in the new government) 











' 


are certainly not willing to go beyond the suggestion of a "constructive dialogue’ 
with Pretoria. 


Such a formula would be acceptable to Genscher also, who has long believed that a 
positive element should be added to the critique of South African domestic and for- 
eign policy. In short, the new government will praise South Africa for its reforms 
and at the same time emphasize that they do not go far enough. Earlier no praise 
was ever offered, criticism alone was the order of the day. 


At first glance this attitude represents little more than political cosmetics, but 

in particular with regard to relations with South Africa such a policy might be 

quite fruitful. Hitherto Pretoria assumed that the opponents of the republic on the 
Cape alone determined the often unfriendly attit ide in Bonn. Now it may presume that 
it will find understanding in Bonn for its--somectimes unfortunately very timid--at- 
tempts to reform conditions in the country, and that genuine advances will be appre- 
clated. 


No Chance of Tilting Toward Apartheid 


At the same time, though, nobody in South Africa should indulge in any illusions and 
expect the Federal Government led by the CDU/CSU to show even the slightest tilt to- 
ward apartheid. There is no possibility of this in future either--at least one re- 
sult of the unfinished coalition talks on our future policy toward southern Africa. 


11698 
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VISIONS OF SOUTH ATLANTIC PACT DISCUSSED 
Bonn AFRIKA-POST in German Apr 83 pp 18-20 
/Article by Wolfgang Hoepker: "South Atlantic Pact Merely a Vision?"/ 


/Text/ 


i . Despite the threat represented by the Soviet Navy, the 
West does not yet have a common defense concept for protecting 
the South Atlantic. The main stumbling block is the necessary 
involvement of South Africa. 


In retrospect the Falkland War may not have been more than an incident in interna- 
tional politics. But it did abruptly direct attention to the South Atlantic, a 
region until then rather poorly known by the world at large and neglected by West- 
ern defense planning. We may call the armed clash between two countries of the 
Western world a "tragic misunderstanding"; the war was outside the confines of the 
East-West conflict. At any rate, Britain's resolute naval operations in the south- 
ern hemisphere showed Moscow that England--and the West in a show of solidarity-- 
are still able to successfully counterattack. 


The Soviet Union's reticence in the Falkland crisis must not delude us about the 
fact that the Red Navy, nowadays present on all seas and oceans, considers the South 
Atlantic another field of action, all the more attractive because--unlike the North 
Atlantic--it is not covered by NATO's obligation to automatically supply aid and 
assistance. The Western Alliance limited its Atlantic sector of operations to the 
regions north of the Tropic of Capricorn--a voluntary act of self-limitation or, 
possibly, self-amputation. This was decided more than 30 years ago when NATO was 
established in international circumstances very different from those prevailing now. 


Brazil's Objection to South Africa 


Crossing the South Atlantic are the Cape route--vital for the West's oil and raw 
materials supplies--and the routes between Western Europe and Latin America. These 
are shipping lanes control of which--and in crises or wars-~-blockades are basic as- 
signments of the Soviet Navy. No longer can the Tropic of Capricorn nr the point 
also at which the Alliance turned back, though in former times it demonstrated its 
lack of interest in developments wouth of the imaginary line of division and con- 
sidered the South Atlantic a kind of no man's ocean. 


For some time past the danger of the South Atlantic--as a military-stragic vacuum-- 
exercising a powerful attraction for the Soviet power, has generated discussions on 
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the establishment of a South Atlantic defense pact. Military staffs and political 
circles are talking about a ''South Atlantic Treaty Organization" (SATO) that might 
complement NATO, the collective defense system in the North Atlantic. However, de- 
spite the lively interest especially of the United States, these discussions have 
barely advanced beyond working hypotheses. Many initiatives for coordinating the 
military forces of the bordering countries soon came to grief, with the main stum- 
bling block being the issue of the inclusion of South Africa. A South Atlantic Pact 
would make sense only if, analogous to the North Atlantic Pact, the two opposite 
coasts were linked for defense, Latin America's with that of Africa across the sea. 


The failure so far is the result of Brazilian reluctance, in particular, to come to 
a defense arrangement with South Africa. Brazil has vigorously turned toward Black 
Africa. Economic interest, especially, leads this exporting country to look across 
the South Atlantic to Black Africa. Conversely, African governments consider Brazil 
an interesting partner in the New World from the political aspect. Brazil honors 
this interest by keeping strictly aloof from South Africa and seeks to secure the 
confidence of Black Africans by joining at international assemblies in the condemna- 


tion of Pretoria's apartheid policy. 


Angola is the main beneficiary of this commitment to Africa. Brazil is among the 
"pewers of the first hour" to have recognized the MPLA regime in Luanda. This also 
corresponds to the Portuguese element: The linguistic community and cultural kin- 
ship between Brazil and Portugal that was transferred to the former Portuguese colo- 
ny in Africa. This is another reason why Brazilian Government circles hope for spe- 
cial relations with the former Portuguese overseas provinces--a revival also of the 
vision that once caused the champions of the Portuguese empire to dream of the South 


Atlantic as "our ocean." 


The present reality is Fidel Castro's commitment to Africa where, by jumping the 
South Atlantic, he practices "intercontinental military solidarity of the revolution- 
ary forces.'' Communisc Cuba is transmitting to Black Africa its total militariza- 
tion and concentrates on Angola in particular, because that country is considered 

a satellite by Moscow. While the Russians are regarded as foreign bodies in Africa 
and tend to be disliked as neocolonialists, the Cubans--a mixture of Whites of 
Spanish descents, mulattos and Blacks--are assumed to be more adaptable in their 


capacity as "coloreds." 
Argentina's Discreet Contacts 


[In Argentina, naval and army circles are more open to a strategic coordination with 
South Africa, but even here politicians have many reservations. Buenos Aires and 
Cape Town are 6,500 km apart by air, but many--usually discreet contacts--are cross- 
ing the immense distances of the South Atlantic between Argentina and the Cape Re- 
public. An Argentine naval mission, for example, has settled in South Africa, al- 
though it is under attack now when, in the wake of the Falkland defeat, Argentina 

is trying to attach itself to the camp of unaligned nations. 


An Alliance Without South Africa Would Be a Rump 


South African politicians and military officers have visited Latin America--in 1975, 
for instance, then Prime Minister Vorster traveled to Uruguay and Paraguay. When 
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the Reagan Administration took office, Pretoria nursed the hope of becoming an 
acknowledged and respected partner of the West by way of a South Atlantic Pact con- 
cluded with the aid of Washington. In that case South Africa's isolation would have 
been at an end. But this conception has proved to be brittle--though that changes 
nothing of the fact that a South Atlantic Pact without South Africa, without a base 
in a strategic key location such as Simonstown, would be no better than a rump. Not 
even the recently initiated naval strategic cooperation between Argentina and Brazil 
can obviate that fact. 


Remaining as the tool of coordinated fleet actions in the South Atlantic is only the 
annual series of maneuvers carried out under the slogan ''Unitas'' since 1960 by the 
U.S.Navy and various navies of South American nations. The value of the maneuvers 
is primarily political; from the defense aspect they have no more than limited im- 
portance for the United States. So far only modest rudiments of a common defense of 
the South Atlantic have emerged from the Unitas exercises. Any serious effort must 
await South Africa's inclusion 
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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


SCHOSER INTERVIEWED ON EXPORTS TO AFRICA 


Bonn AFRIKA-POST in German Apr 83 pp 25-26 


/Interview with Dr Franz Schoser, general manager, German Industrial and Trade Asso- 
ciation, by Karin Czapla/ 


/Text/ German-African trade relations are promoted also by the 
German Industrial and Trade Association (DIHT). Karin Czapla dis- 
cussed this with DIHT general manager Dr Franz Schoser. 


Czapla: In the years 1970-1980 German~-African foreign trade has more than tripled. 
Now, however, the first falterings have become discernible. In the first 9 months 
1982 imports from Africa to the FRG dropped by an average of more than 11 percent. 
What do you consider the causes of this decline, and how--against this background-- 
do you see the German-African exchange of goods developing this year? 


Schoser: German-African foreign trade includes not only Black Africa but also such 
countries as Libya and Algeria. In 1982 both these countries were ''victims" of oil 
conservation and shifts in the structure of our oil imports. The decline of German 
imports from Africa in the first 9 months 1982 is due almost exclusively to the 
DM1.8 billion drop in imports from Libya and the DM1.4 billion decline in imports 
from Algeria. Our exports to Africa as a whole rose by 3.7 percent in January- 
September 1982--not a bad result in bad times. 


Except for oil products, the figures show that trade with Africa is less susceptible 
to crises. Of course I do realize that developments in some African countries give 
rise to some concern for the future from the aspect of payment morality and the ex- 


tent of their debts. 


A significant improvement in the trade with Africa depends decisively on the recove- 
ry of our economy. The signs of such a recovery are increasing, especially in the 
construction sector. A slight improvement in import trends is therefore quite like- 


ly in 1983. 


Czapla: What are the most important products we are obtaining from Africa, and do 
you consider changes in the catalogue of goods necessary? 


Schoser: The FRG purchases mainly raw materials, that is 011, minerals and farm 
produce from Africa. In the short run it will hardly be possible to change the 
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structure of the offerings. Everyone dealing with development is concerned about 
the fact that the African countries are therefore far more susceptible to crises 
than the industrial nations. The Stabe system in the Lome Agreement provides a cer- 
tain revenue stabilizing compensation for losses suffered by the developing countries 
as the result of fluctuating raw materials prices. We are constantly advocating the 
greater regionalization of trade relations and the expansion of south-south trade by 
the African countries themselves--this would be an approach to self-help. Products 
not "sophisticated" enough for European countries might well have some success on 
the African market. By orienting their trade less exclusively to Europe, the United 
States and Japan, the African countries would be more independent--and not only with 
regard to the amount of their export earnings. 


Czapla: Disregarding oil for the moment, how have the prices of these goods develop- 


ed? 


Schloser: It stands to reason that prices of raw materials (by far the largest part 
of Africa's export offer) depend very largely on the state of the world economy. The 
drop in the prices of many minerals in recent years was a consequence of the world 

recession as well as of increasing competition and the supply surplus on world mar- 


kets. 


Czapla: Two failed OPEC conferences, declining demand and dropping oil prices have 
caused some traditional 011 supplying countries to experience acute payment diffi- 
culties. Do such events have an adverse effect on German-African trade, and is it 
indeed worth while to export German products to Africa when our trading partner has 


trouble paying for them? 


Schoser: Payment difficulties by such important trading partners as Nigeria, for 
example, affect the "invest climate" in particular. Major industrial corporations 
will find it easier to hold out in troubled times than small and medium firms that 
are quickly confronted with either closing down or going bankrupt if an order fails 
to be paid for or payment comes too late. From the long-range aspect the African 
market is obviously worth while, if only for its very dimensions--but at the present 
time only those should risk entering this market, who have sufficient cushioning" 
and are able to last through a "period of drought.” 


Czapla: Some German firms are placing direct investments in Africa so as to make 
sure of markets and exploit cost benefits. Do you welcome this development, and 
are such projects encouraged by tax incentives? 


Schoser: Investments by German firms in Africa are certainly an appropriate means 
to counter the increasing difficulties in trade relations and burgeoning import re- 
strictions--in short international protectionism. I am opposed to the general en- 
couragement of such investments by the state. Concessions granted by the host coun- 
tries are another matter again. Frequently they are no more than the appropriate 
counterbalance to an otherwise unfavorable investment climate. 


Czapla: For some years past African countries have used the Controll Co, a private 
company domiciled in the FRG, to check on prices of German exporters and obtain ac~ 
cess to documents and computations. How have German firms reacted to this massive 
interference in their business? What is the risk to firms that reject such price 


checks? 
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Schoser: I would prefer not to comment in detail on the consequences of price checks 
by Controll Co and the threat to our firms, The Africa Association is surely more 


familiar with this issue, Let me say only this: Our firms' problems with Control] 
Co have resulted in the appropriate interpellations at the Economics Ministry by the 
DIHT and all major federations affected. We did manage in the end to obtain the 


introduction of a compulsory permit procedure for the activities of the Controll Co. 


Czapla: This compulsory permit procedure takes effect on 1 June 1983. Do you think 
that the problem will be settled thereby, or would the DIHT have preferred the de- 
cree to be worded somewhat differently? 


Schoser: Obviously the problems with the Controll Co are not going to be settled all 
at once by the compulsory permit procedure. But at least they have become subject 

to the law. We hope that the clients of the Controll Co are sensible enough not to 
wish to test the opportunities offered us by the amendment of the foreign trade de- 


cree. 
Czapla: The African business 1s liable to be affected by economic and political 
hazard factors. Do you nevertheless advise German firms to invest in and expand 


trade with all African countries? 


Schoser: Nobody responsible is able to offer a general recommendation in the posi- 
tive or negative sense. However, no export firm should fail to study the long-term 
development of the African market. Despite difficult and very difficult conditions, 
opportunities in Africa are enormous and profitable. The chambers of commerce, old 
established traders and, last not least, the highly experienced Africa Association 
offer assistance with the discovery and exploitation of the markets. 


Czapla: What do you consider the DIHT's main tasks this year and next in the orga- 
nization of German-African trade relations? 


Schoser: Important items for our work in the near future are the provision of data 
on Africa, corrections of the often very incomplete ideas about Africa held by busi- 
ness firms, and increased cooperation between the ministries and us, the associa- 

tions and chambers for the benefit of our member firms. For some considerable time 
past the DIHT has directly promoted German-African relations: Many African visitors 
at ministerial or presidential level use the DIHT as a forum to report to the repre- 
sentatives of the German economy on the economic development and the investment con- 
ditions in their home countries. It goes without saying that we are promoting the 


interests of the German economy. 


Service for Developing Countries 


"Exporting to the Federal Republic of Germany" is the title of a 80-page brochure 
issued by the Federal Agency for Foreign Trade Information in Cologne. This ser- 
vice facility of the Federal Ministry for Economics aims to facilitate access to the 
German market for foreign suppliers and exporters, This applies especially to ex- 
porters in the developing countries, because the Bonn Federal Government champions 
the greater involvement of the developing countries in world trade by word and deed, 


and pursues a liberal trade policy. 
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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


[EST OF AFRICAN LABOR MOVEMENT EXAMINED 
Verona NIGRIZIA in Italian Apr 83 pp 20-23 


[Article by Henry C. Hoeben] 


[Text] The labor movement in Africa has a history and wields a political 
clout much wider than is commonly believed. For a long time the church did 
not wish to become "enmeshed" as opposed to what, for good or bad, was ha»pen- 
ing in Europe. Today, it is in South Africa that new trails are being blazed. 


Politics in Africa is generally seen as a struggle to hold on to power on the 
part of whomever wields it. The first sign of this comes to light when insti- 
tutions, organizations and various associations are repressed because they have 
deviated from the official line. Often, it is the labor unions in Africa that 
are the first to suffer the consequences. The reason is obvious. The main 
problems, even if they are political or only philosophical, have an immediate 
repercussion on the economic affairs of the nation and the labor unions, by 
their very nature, exert considerable pressure in that very delicate sector of 


society. 


The interest that African political men devote to labor unions demonstrates 
very clearly that the latter are an essential part of today's African society. 
The labor unions constitute blocs wielding enormous power. 


[If there exists a significant disagreement between political figures and labor 
unions it means that the latter can be a serious threat, much more serious than 
the generally low number of members, when compared to the entire population, 


leads one to believe. 


The fact that membership in the labor unions is proportionately smull should 
not be interpreted as an indication of inadequate organization. It is simply 
the mirror image of the weak role industrialization plays in the African 
economy. The economy of a great number of African nations actually depends to 
a great degree on agriculture, often monoculture, geared mostly towards ex- 
ports to satisfy the demands of richer nations. Nor should the low percentages 
give the impression that the labor movement in Africa is a recent occurrence on 


the continent. 











\t the Beginnirg ot the Century 


The igins of the labor movement in Africa date from the early par »f the 
entury, with significant differences from country to country. The advanced 
industrialization in the mining areas in countries such a Mouth Africa, 
Zimbabwe and Zambia has encouraged labor movement activitie since it be 
nings. However, even in the areas where agriculture was predominant, there 


was labor movement activity as early as the 1920's because of the building of 
port facilities and railways for the transportation of agricultural products t 


the large trading centers. 
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organized solidarity manifested themselves under different aspects. Mutual 
1id societies bound together individuals who shared common interests. | 


societies were usually based on tribal or clannish principles and resembled 
he traditional corporative groups more than modern labo: unions. The members 
were not necessarily wage earners in the narrow sense of the word. Neverthe- 
less, the commitment for solidarity within the group covered every aspect of 
life: accidents, illness ... It took very little for the African workingclass, 
ich was developing as a result of economic factors undergoing rapid changes, 
and which was not organized on a tribal or clannish basis, to seek new ways of 
mutual aid. Membership in a union was one way to obtain this type of soli 


irity, thus meeting actual needs. 


From the very beginning, the labor unions gave evidence of being both a poli- 
tical and an economic torce with which every administration had to reckon. 

The various labor demonstrations in several countries at the end of the first 
decade and theearly 20's are an indication of their growing importance. Their 
influence hecame even greater after World War II. In many places the labor 
movement became involved in the struggle for political independence. At times, 


political leaders have used labor channels for personal or partisan purposes, 


particularly by politicizing the economic malcontents. In other instances, 
the labor leaders have used the economic platform as a springboard to political 
power, uSually more for personal gain than for the benefit of the union. The 


politicization of the unions in the independent countries became a regula 


harac teristic . 
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[his would become very dangerous for the labor movement. In the new independ- 
ent states, the executive power developed along lines which were totally dif- 
ferent from the democratic process which had inspired them. As a matter of 
fact, the one-party system soon made its appearance on the African political 
scene. This system does not necessarily violate democratic rights, but it is 
likely not to tolerate opposition in words or deeds. [t is not, therefore, 
surprising that conflict sprang up, as a rule, between government and labor 
unions, between political interests and economic ones. 
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[The labor unions do not easily give up the important role that had been pro- 
mised them. They have insisted on actually participating in the development 
of the nation, not simply in implementing governmental plans, but in their 
formulation as well. The labor union leaders have become tougher than they 
were in colonial times. They could not ignore the existing contradiction: 
political independence had been reached, but economic dependence remained. 

The African workers felt that they were still exploited, even though an inde- 
pendent political structure had been created, often by the very same State, 
which had become the largest employer. Of course, the political elite did not 


yrdinarily possess the means of production which almost always remained in 


foreign hands; however, it controlled the power of the State and used it to 
keep under control at least the means of distribution. Thus, very little had 


changed for the labor leaders as regards the struggle objectives. In fact, 
there was another obstacle blocking their aspirations. 


The Gap Widens 


ntil now, the greatest challenge for the government of independent A 
to establish a balanced national economy. One of the priorities in i 
is to prevent the widening of the gap between the wage earners, who constitute 
1 small group, but wield considerable political power, and the greater part of 
the population, which still lives off agriculture. Unfortunately, there is 
no specific model that guarantees an easy access to this ideal. The capitalist 
ystem in effect in Kenya and the Ivory Coast offers few hopes for success as 
lo several forms of socialism which have been adopted by various regimes with 
their own "Specific" brand; from the Marxism of Angola and Mozambique to the 
Humanism of Zambia to the "ujamaa” of Nyerere. 


is goal 


Too many external factors--the increase in petroleum prices, economic recession 
the First World, financial and economic control of the multinationals--as 
well as domestic ecological factors--drought or poor harvest in a monoculture-- 
weigh heavily on economic programs. No surprise then that the gross national 
product has generally fallen and, at the same time, the gap between the wage 

earners and thosewho barely subsist has become wider. 


With such an outlook, it is almost impossible for the African labor unions to 
pt making sacrifices. The members of the unions do not easily accept a 
necessary social agreement because, from their point of view, the summit o! 
society, the elite of the new system, has created a wider gap for its own 


advantage in relation to those who live on a bare subsistence level. 


[n addition, the labor leaders must answer to a public which is as critical as 
that of the politicians. Both, as a matter of fact, monopolize f 
"independen to ensure enthusiastic support. That enthusiasm 
nations had to face the economic storm alone for 15-20 years. In the meantime, 
the labor union body has renewed itself considerably. A new generati 
workers has emerged, which is not impressed by political promises and economic 
slogans as it was in the days of independence. They are not afraid to blame 


? 


individuals or national institutions as the reason for the confusion which 
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the church has repeatedly defended the right and the need of the labor movement 
activity. Already in 1891, Leo XIII had spoken in "Rerum Novarum." This 
teaching was taken up again in several documents, particularly in the decrees 
of the Second Vatican Council and in the encyclical of John Paul II, "Laborem 
Exerceus." Maintaining that labor unions are a fundamental right, the church 


takes the side of the workers. 


In the 70's, this position was forcefully defended by the Catholic Church in 
South Africa and in so doing, that local church is perhaps blazing a new 
trail for the other churches on the continent. 


The labor movement in South Africa goes back to 1892, but it has been a 
right-privilege of the white working class only. Blacks did not have any 
right to discuss the contracts in the union shops nor had they the right to 
join officially registered unions, while the unions of the blacks could not be 


registered. 


Unfortunately, the ecclesiastic structure in South Africa did not allow the 
church to face the immediate problems nor was the hierarchy always in agree- 
ment in following a clear strategy in opposition to the government policy of 
apartheid, but the spontaneous struggles of the black workingclass since 19/73 
to date, together with the labor organization which was founded as a result of 
this struggle, have created a new situation in the country. The government 
has responded to the new challenges by creating a commission of inquiry, the 
Wiehahn Commission. The South African hierarchy has instead responded to the 
challenge by creating, in 1977, the Department of Church and Industry in the 
Laymen's Commission within the Episcopal Conference. The motive for such a 
decision--according to the bishops--is to be found in the fact that the church 
must serve Christ where he suffers most. The president of the above-mentioned 
department, Monsignor D. Verstraete, Bishop of Klerksdorp, has said that this 
gesture is "an indication that the church is conscious and it is determined to 
act with those most oppressed in society: the workers." 


Clearly, neither the recommendations of the Wiehahn Commission nor the creation 
of the Church and Industry Department have changed the exploitative situation. 
The black workingclass of South Africa is still struggling to obtain full 
rights, but given the structural divisions in South African society, the church 
has begun to reorient its pastoral method in order to become an instrument of 


unity. 
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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


MIGRATION COMMITTEE--Dakar, Senegal, 9 May (AFP)--The Secretariat of the 

Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) is shortly to set up a 

technical committee to deal with migration problems among the 16 member 

States. The committee will study the issues raised by implementation of 

an ECOWAS protocol on free movement of people and their rights to residence, 

the community said after a 3-day meeting in the Guinea capital Conakry. 

fhe Ministerial Council was meeting to prepare for an ECOWAS summit in 
nakry from 26-29 May, Radio Conakry monitored here reported on Sunday. 

The migration committee's formation comes after Nigeria in January and 

February expelled an estimated two million foreign black workers, most of 

them Ghanaians. Ghana did not attend the council meeting. [Text] [AB090613 

Paris AFP in English 0400 GMT 9 May 83] 
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ANGOLA 


FRENCH JOURNALISTS CONDEMNED FOR ILLEGAL ENTRY 
AB061255 Luanda Domestic Service in English 1130 GMT 6 May 83 


[Text] The People's Republic of Angola's ambassador to France, Luis de 
Almeida, issued a statement condemning the illegal entry into Angolan 
territory of the French journalists of TF-l [Television Francaise-1l] and 
France Inter and of other organizations. The groups were infiltrated into 
Angola alongside the interventionist South African troops. 


The statement underlined that the journalists voluntarily or involuntarily 
are playing the same role as the South African racists while claiming to 
public opinion that they are not directly involved in aggressions against 
the People's Republic of Angola. They are also involved in spreading rumors 
about the legitimacy of the war in Angola. Their claim of some humanitarian 
actions in the People's Republic of Angola is nothing else but acting as 
instruments of the propaganda campaign against the People's Republic of 
Angola, added the document. 


The statement continued that the same journalists do not even have the 
courage to reveal which means they used to enter the People's Republic of 
Angola and, above all, to report what they are aware of: That Jonas 
Savimba was always the agent of the colonialists of PIDE, the secret police 
during the colonial time. They later conferred with the CIA and the South 
African Republic. 


The statement concludes by reminding all that the Anzolan Armed Forces 
have the task of always defending the inviolability of the sovereignty and 
integrity [of Angola] and that all those who enter illegally run the risk 
of prosecution by relevant courts of law. 


CSO: 3400/1421 
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ANGOLA 


CHURCH COUNCIL SAYS ANC MUST CONTINUE STRUGGLE 
AB121306 Luanda Domestic Service in French 1100 GMT 12 May 83 


[Text] The Angolan Council of Evangelical Churches has described the acts 

of racism and military humiliation to which the people of South Africa have 
been subjugated as a scandalous crime against mankind as a whole. During 

a ceremony of solidarity with the ANC held recently in Luanda, which was 
attended by members of the ANC and members of the diplomatic corps accredited 
to Angola, the council stated that military subjugation and capitalist 
interest are preventing the establishment of peace in various parts of the 
world, especially in South Africa, Namibia, Angola, Nicaragua, Lebanon and 
East Timor. 


Military subjugation is the weapon of all oppressors and exploiters, stated 
Daniel Neto de Nsinga, secretary general of the Council of Evangelical 
Churches. He said that in South Africa, the scandals of racism and other 
forms of discrimination have attained such proportions that the ANC must 
continue its legitimate struggle for the complete elimination of the apart- 
heid system in order to arrive at the establishment of equal rights for 
whites and blacks. 
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ANGOLA 


USSR STATEMENT ON KIDNAPED CZECHS CITED 
MB140940 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 0500 GMT 14 May 83 


[Text] The problem of the release of the group of Czechoslovak citizens 
kidnapped in Angola in March by UNITA gangsters has still not been resolved, 
making it a matter for serious concern. This concern has been expressed 

on various occasions by Angolan authorities and the international community. 
It has also been expressed in a statement issued recently by the Executive 
Committee of the Union of Societies of the Red Cross and Red Crescent of 


the USSR 


This humanitarian institution stressed in its statement that the kidnapping 
of foreign civilian experts was a gross violation of the principles and 
norms of international rights governed by the Geneva conventions, as well 
as of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the declaration on the 
rights of the child. The Executive Committee of the Union of Societies of 
the Red Cross and Red Crescent of the USSR reiterated its support for the 
resolution approved by the European commissions of UNICEF which condemned 
such violations of human rights. The institution also appealed to the 
International Red Cross and the international community to contribute in 
any way possible to the release of the people kidnapped in Angola by the 
puppet UNITA gang. 


CSO: 3442/223 
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ANGOLA 


BRIEFS 


BRITISH '"MERCENARIES' INJURED IN PRISON EXPLOSION--An explosion in the arms 
depot of Sao Paulo Prison in Luanda took place yesterday, according to 
reports by official sources in the city. As a consequence of the explosion, 
the same sources added, 11 prisoners, including the British mercenaries, 
(John Nunmock) and (Collin Vivans), were slightly injured, and they were 
given help on the spot. The arms depot was partially destroyed and eight 
vehicles were damaged, six of which can be repaired, and the remaining two 
are write-offs. The vehicles were in the workshops close to the arms 

depot. All the [word indistinct] were evacuated from the rooms near the 
scene of the explosion and taken to another place. It is assumed that the 
explosion may have been caused by an accidential detonation of RPG-7 shells, 
offensive and defensive handgrenades and ammunitions of various caliber, 

and an antitank landmine, which were stored in the arms depot. A group of 
experts has already launched an inquiry at the accident site in order to 
determine the real causes of the explosion. [Text] [MB121940 Luanda 
Domestic Service in Portuguese 1900 GMT 12 May 83] 


TIES WITH CUBA--Angolan ambassador to Cuba Comrade Joao Mawette Baptista 
has been received by Jesus Montane Oropesa, secretary for foreign relations 
of the Communist Party of Cuba Central Committee. During the meeting, 

they discussed the international political situation and reviewed the 
fruitful cooperation between the MPLA-Labor Party and the Communist Party 

of Cuba. They also condemned the present attacks and bombings by the South 
African Army against Angola's Cunene Province. [Text] [MB141010 Luanda 
Domestic Service in Portuguese 1900 GMT 13 May 83] 


MEDIA AGREEMENT WITH CAPE VERDE--An agreement on cooperation in the field 
of information and social communication has been signed between Angola and 
Cape Verde. The agreement, signed in Luanda, also expresses the will of 
the two countries to strengthen their political relations. [Summary | 
(FL111600 Havana Domestic Television Service in Spanish 1400 GMT 11 May 83] 
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BOTSWANA 


BRIEFS 


OAU SUMMIT DELEGATION--The president, Dr Masire, leaves for Ethiopia early 
next month for the summit meeting of the OAU. This is yet another attempt 
by member states to get the pan-African body to meet, this time in Addis 
Ababa. Dr Masire's delegation includes the foreign affairs minister, 

Mr Mogwe, the deputy secretary for external affairs, Mr (Garebabule), and 
the senior private secretary to the president, Mr (Selepeng). [Excerpts] 
[MB101404 Gaberone Domestic Service in English 1125 CMT 10 May 83] 
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CAPE VERDE 


NATIONAL TELEVISION, RADIO TO BEGIN 
ABO51548 Luanda ANGOP in French 1220 GMT 5 May 83 


[Excerpt] Luanda, 5 May (ANGOP)--The talks we had at the beginning of the 
meeting have already raised new possibilities for effective cooperation 
with Angola in various fields, especially in the mass media fields--radio, 
news agency, newspaper and television--the deputy secretary of state in 
the Cape Verdian prime minister's office in charge of mass communication 


said. 


In an interview published yesterday in the Luanda-based newspaper, JORNAL 
DE ANGOLA, Corsino Fortes talked about the progress made by Angola in the 
field of mass media, and added that "Angola's experience in these fields 
has reached significant proportions, and it is from this immense experience 
that we will benefit through this cooperation," 


Apart from radio and television, which, in the opinion of Corsino Fortes, 
have made remarkable progress in Angola, he also referred to cooperation 
between CABOPRESS, the Cape Verdian news agency, and ANGOP which, according 
to him, "has a powerful capacity for dissemination." To this end, the Cape 
Verdian official said that "ANGOP technicians could help" in the installa- 
tion of a Cape Verdian news agency in the future. 


Talking about his government's program of action concerning information, 

the Cape Verdian official announced the installation of a television network 
on an experimental basis with a small studio in Praia and small broadcasting 
stations in Praia, Mindelo and on Sal Island. 


Concerning radio, Corsino Fortes disclosed that a Cape Verdian national 
radio will soon be established as a matter of urgency out of the present 
national station, "The Voice of St Vincent," while the present weekly 
newspaper will be turned into a biweekly publication. 
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CAPE VERDE 


OFFICIAL DISCUSSES ROLE OF INFORMATION 
AB061551 Luanda ANGOP in French 1022 GMT 6 May 83 


[Text] Luanda, 6 May (ANGOP)--"I think that in the course of their coopera- 
tion, countries which started on the same footing, which were involved in 
the same struggle against a common enemy, which are solidly united in the 
struggle against underdevelopment and for the development of Africa, and 
which are united within the Nonaligned Movement, must adopt a common stand 
and strategy,’ Cape Verdian Secretary of State Corsino Fortes stated in 


Luanda. 


Corsino Fortes, in an interview with JORNAL DE ANGOLA (a daily newspaper 
published in Luanda), explained the role of information, pointing out that 
"information today is a double-edged sword which can be used to attack 
ideologically as well as to train, inform and educate." 


"Like Mozambique, Angola is also under ideological attack," Corsino Fortes 
added, ‘but we all know that we are being attacked ideologically. This 
means that people are carrying out remote-controlled offensives against 
us, and, consequently, we must be conscious of this fact.” 


Commenting on a new world order for information, on decisions by UNESCO, 
the United Nations and the nonaligned countries, the assistant secretary 
of state to the Cape Verdian prime minister in charge of social communica- 
tion called on all African countries to close their ranks and pool their 
efforts in order to continue on the same path. 


Speaking on PANA (PAN-AFRICAN NEWS AGENCY), the Cape Verdian official 
pointed out that "it seems that PANA is going to be an excellent melting 
pot which will concentrate on Africa and we are interested in the impact 


that it may have.” 


"We know that there are ideological differences within the OAU and we 
accomodate others ideologically by defending our stand in a logical manner, 
according to our principle of respecting the stand of others," Mr Fortes 
stated. He pointed out that "we seem to have gained this experience 

through the OAU and I think it is necessary for member countries to coexist, 
to live together in mutual respect for the ideological affiliations of 


others." 
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CHAD 


PRESIDENT DISCUSSES LIBYAN THREAT TO NATION 
Ndjamena INFO TCHAD in French 6 Apr 83 pp 2-7 


(Interview with President Hissein Habre by the weekly AL-WATAN on 25 March 1983, 
place not specified: "The Interests of Chadians Can Be Defended Only by Chadians" ] 


Excerpts} .. . . [Question] In Ndjamena AL-WATAN has returned after a long 
absence and it is coming out now as a weekly. Do you have something to say 
to our newspaper? 


(/Answer] AL-WATAN is the Chadian people's newspaper of struggle, and all 

through the ordeals our country and our people have undergone it always did 

as much as possible to be the written expression of the aspirations of our 
people. Nowadays AL-WATAN has turned into a weekly and is pursuing the same 
objectives. We wish AL-WATAN and all those who contribute to your paper success. 
We think that AL-WATAN's objectives are not completed, that its role is not 

over. Therefore AL-WATAN's role and activity remain just as much a thing of 

the present as of the past. We wish much success to AL-WATAN and in addition 

to all those who are contributing their talent and intelligence and placing 
themselves in the service of peace, unity, and stability in our country. 


|Question!] What in your opinion has been the role played by AL-WATAN in the 
struggle for the liberation of the homeland? And what do you expect from 
Our great weekly in the current and future phases of Chad's history? 


Answer] What we expect from your newspaper is what we expect from our people; 
as I was saying just now, AL-WATAN must reflect and make manifest the deep- 
seated feelings of our people. In my opinion its activity must take place 

in that perspective and with those concerns in mind. Those concerns are once 
again the concern for peace in our country, the concern for the unity of our 
country's sons, the concern for the defense of our country's territorial 
integrity, and the concern for stability in our country in order for the sons 
of Chad to be able to devote themselves to the reconstruction of their 

country and the happiness of their people. I think that it is along those lines 
that the activity of your paper ought to take place. 
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“Question] Could you say something to us about the significance of 7 June? 


“Answer) For the Chadian people 7 June represents a great symbol--the symbol 

of liberation, the symbol of unity, the symbol of peace, and also the symbol 

of the dignity of the Chadian people, the symbol of the requisite self-deter- 
mination of the Chadian people through its own devices. Chad has been pierced 
through by all the occurrences that we have lived through: invasion by the 
foreigner, the diktat imposed by the foreigner, ail-out civil war, the division 
of the Chadian people, the destruction of the economy and the Chadian state. 

So 7 June for the Chadian people represents the symbol of its renewed liberation 
by its own devices, of being once again protected from external interference. 

It proves that the determined Chadian nation is capable of liberating itself 

on its own and carrying out actions that will ensure its future. I think that 

7 June is a date which represents a deep feeling of pride on the part of the 
Chadian people which, if it is united, if it is aware of its destiny, is capable 
of great deeds. That briefly is what the historic day 7 June represents. 


‘Question! The Third Republic is 10 months old. Can you give us a brief 
assessment of its accomplishments? 


'Answer] The assessment I could allow myself to make can only be a partial 
one, since what is really the most important thing since that day of 7 June 

is that for the first time Chadians from north to south and east to west--I do 
mean for the first time--Chadians have recovered the power and capability 

of self-determination. Nothing is more important than that. Since 7 June 

we in this country are no longer agents manipulated by external forces. Chad 
has for a long time, for a very long time, been the piaything of the outside 
world, whether that be France or Libya. Chadians since their independence-- 
let's not talk about the colonial period, of course--haven't been able to 
really determine their fate by themselves. Even with our mistakes, with our 
inadequacies, with all the difficulties our country is experiencing, at least 
since 7 Jane we are trying to operate by ourselves, we are trying to live by 
ourselves, we are trying to make decisions by ourselves. Is there anything 
that is more important? This is the direction of freedom and independence. 
Ever since 7 June, thank God, even though the enemies from without have been 
trying to create problems for us, to plunge us back into war again, we are 
able to say, in spite of our inadequacies, that peace prevails in the country, 
that security prevails in the country, that the unity of all our provinces 

is a gain that we have made. In the economic and social area, the structures 
and the workings are starting to be put into place. Nowadays commerce and 
traffic are renewing our country. The government is in the process of being 
put in place, and the government bureaucracy is starting up again thanks to 
the efforts being made by the state to meet the rightful needs of civil 
servants. Therefore, since 7 June an important stage has been passed through. 
On the international level, Chad's credit is being reestablished. Today 
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everywhere on the international scene, whether on the bilateral level or the 
level of international organizations—-today our country has its place and its 
say. There in rough fashion are the important gains made since 7 June-- 
important since all those gains are fundamental things for the future of this 
country. They are the basic elements which make for the existence of a state, 
a nation: and those efforts are being carried on, are being consolidated, 

even if the foreigner is trying to jeopardize everything. 


Question] There is a war situation that Libya has created in the northern 
part of our country. What does it look like in terms of actual facts? 


Answer} In fact yesterday's enemy--Chad's eternal enemy--the conqueror-- 
the invader--is trying to create a war situation in Chad. And we know that 
Libya is occupying a vast amount of our country's territory--more than 
200,000 square kilometers—practically all of Tibesti--and that Libya is 
recruiting the sons of Chad and unemployed Africans and even mercenaries 

of other nationalities from outside Africa by buying them. Owing to this 
effort, Libya has formed a kind of army of invasion, solely anti-Chad. That 
army is made up of many nationalities--blacks, whites, and yellows, all races 
mixed together. Why is Libya doing this? Once again, Chadians have got to 
understand. Libya feels that it has to occupy a portion of this country, 

in particular the whole northern part, where vast resources, especially 
uranium, are harbored under our soil. That is why Libya is doing everything 
it can to try and create problems for us. And in fact the Islamic legion 

is in the northern part of our country and is trying to destabilize Chad. 
But the government of the republic, the Chadian people, and the Chadian 
National Armed Forces will be vigilant and do anything in order to face up 


to this situation. 


Question] Chad is currently waging two wars: it has to rebuild itself; 
it has to defend its northern frontier. Do you think that our National Armed 
Forces are fully prepared to carry out the mission which they have? 


Answer) Of course there is struggle on a number of fronts as you say. There 
is reconstruction and there is the defense of the homeland. In our country's 
current situation the two things must go together. And our people and the 
Chadian National Armed Forces have a struggle-filled past. You know, 17 years 
of war represents a considerable amount of experience. Thanks to its mercen- 
aries Libya is able to score points here and there; but in a war what counts 
is the outcome. Who will be the victor? Willi it be the Libyan invader or 
the Chadian people? You see, it's a question of strategy and time. It is 
true, we are having difficulties, but I am convinced that eventually our 
armed forces and our people, conscious of the sum of experiences they have 
undergone, conscious of the gains of their struggle, will win the final 


victory. 


~ 
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Question) In this conflict certain countries are directly affected, France 
for example. Do you find the silence of Mitterrand's France understandable: 


Answer) In this world ruled by the law of the jungle, everyone tries to 
defend his own interests first. And Chad's interests cannot be defended 
better than by Chadians themselves. That is the first thing that any Chadian, 
any son of Chad, who loves this country must know and understand. Our country 
is our business in the first instance. But of course one must have friend- 
ships and one must have sources of support; that is also a law of this modern 
world. But others can never take our place; others can only be a supplement. 
Having said this, France certainly has its interests in Chad, but it also has 


them elsewhere. 


Question, At this time the United Nations Security Council is considering 
Chad's complaint against Libyan acts of aggression. What are the points in 


our favor? 


(Answer! I think that no matter, ever since the Security Council has had matters 
to consider of the nature of the one it is in the process of considering-- 

[ say that no matter is so transparent or so clear. Libya is occupying a 
huge area of Chad. That is a fact, and, besides, Libya makes no secret of 
it, because it has just been saying that the area belongs to it. Whereas, 

in all the international organizations, whether it be the United Nations 
charter, the OAU charter, or the resolutions adopted during this or that 
international conference, it is stated that each state must respect inherited 
colonial borders. Libya says: No, I occupy the north of Chad; it's mine. 
Tomorrow Libya could occupy a further portion of Chad or of another country 
and it will use the same reasoning. Chad has a solid case, and there is no 
getting away from the international agreements. Consequently, legally, 
politically and diplomatically Chad's case is extremely solid. 


Question) The Geneva Conference on International Assistance to Chad has 
aroused much hope among our stricken masses. What can be expected from it? 


Answer] The Geneva Conference on Chad was a very important conference which 
brought together more than 80 countries and international organizations and 
which adopted, after a fashion, a program, inasmuch as many international 
institutions and many states have committed themselves to Chad's reconstruction. 
And an international conference which states that such-and-such country, in 
this case Chad, is faced with a situation in which international solidarity 
must act an its behalf--that in itself is an important thing. Having said 
that, as far as concrete demonstrations go it is another matter. The various 
parties must mike their decisions, taking into account their national institu- 
tions, and in regard to international institutions, their processes, and 
their methods of action. And you know that on that level things are generally 




















| 


low. And since the Geneva Conference discussions have been continuing, 

and I can say that action is starting to move into the practical stage. 

90 there is every reason to be optimistic. And I think that the fruits of 

he Geneva Conference will be demonstrated in the upcoming weeks and months... . 


~~ 
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EQUATORIAL GUINEA 


RLDGE LEADER COMMENTS ON PARTY'S MEMBERSHIP, GOALS 


London AFRICA NOW in English 24 Apr 83 p 23 


[Text } 





Opposition forces are not 
convinced that the present 
government is any better than 
the one it overthrew in 1979 


Opponents of the rule of President 
Teodoro Obiang N’guema in Equatorial 
Guinea have decided to set up a 
Provisional Government in Exile after 
failing to obtain the guarantees they were 
seeking which would persuade them to 
return home. The ‘‘government,’’ to be 
known as the Executive Council for 
Reorganisation, was announced in Paris 
last month by the Democratic Rally for 
the Liberation of Equatorial Guinea 

(RL DGE), which is headed by Ruben 
ianuel N’Dongo. He said at the time 
that its composition would be made 
known at a later date. 

N'Dongo had met President Obiang 
during a visit by the latter to France last 
September, when he asked for more 
French investment in Equatorial Guinea 
and concluded a fishing agreement. The 
meeting was arranged by France at the 
request of the President, who asked 
N'Dongo to return home and indicated 
that a government of national unity would 
be set up. 

N'Dongo agreed to the suggestion, but 
demanded guarantees that this would 
actually happen. According to him they 
were never forthcoming and his party, 
therefore, decided to set up the 
government in exile as ‘‘a riposte to the 
passivity of the authorities’ in Malabo, as 

he communique announcing the move 
pul it. 

However, the communique also warned 

- whether literally or metaphorically was 
10t quite clear — that the Executive 
Council for Reorganisation would 
establish *‘a general staff with the task of 
accelerating the liberation process set Out 
in the manifesto of the RDLGE.’’ The idea 
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is, iN any case, to ‘‘give a new impulse to 
the struggle to bring the Equatorial 
Guinean nation out of the political, 
economic and social crisis forced upon it 
by the N’Guema clan for the past 15 
years,’’ the communique said. 

Later, N’Dongo said in an interview 
with Africa Now that the |l-member 
council consisted of well-known people 
from different regional and ethnic 
backgrounds. All supported his 
movement, which claims 31,000 members, 
he said, but he appeaied to other 
Opposition groups to associate themselves 
with the government in exile. 


The Executive Council’s aim is to 
achieve the collapse of the regime in 
Malabo by persuading other countries and 
international organisations to boycott it 
economically. *‘This will only affect the 
regime, which is the only importer of 
items for the privileged few. The ordinary 
Equatorial Guinean lives on what he 
grows and his condition could hardly be 
worse than it is now,’’ N’Dongo said. He 
stressed that the Executive Council was a 
Provisional Government ready to take 
over once the Nguema administration 
falls. ‘‘Within 18 months after that we 
will have educated the people in 
democracy and organised legislative and 
Presidential elections with a multi-party 
system.’’ 

N’Dongo said that the RDLGE was not 
supported by any foreign country or party 
and had few resources. While based in 
Paris, it had members and representatives 
in many African and European countries, 
notably Equatorial Guinea's neighbours: 
Cameroon, Nigeria and Gabon. He 
declined to say how long it might take for 
the Malabo government to fall, but said 
that ‘‘firme: measures might eventually be 
necessary.’ He refused to be more 
specific, saying that that would be a 
matter for the Executive Council to decide 
at the appropriate moment. 














N’Dongo said he still felt that 
negotiations might iake place between the 
Nguema regime and his movement. *‘! 
had the impression that when I talked to 
President Obiang he was sincere in want- 
ing co-operation, but he was overruled by 
others in Malabo.”’ He added: ‘‘But we 
do not consider his government a legal one 
and we will try to persuade the rest of the 
world to see it the same way.”’ 

The exiles are certainly not convinced 
that the government in Malabo is a 
sufficient improvement on its predecessor, 
the 11-year dictatorship of President 
Obiang’s uncle, Francisco Macias 
Nguema, who turned the country into 
what became known as the 
‘concentration camp of Africa’’ — and 


thei: fears will not have been quietened by 


the experience of Malabo’s last 
ambassador in Paris, Julian Eshono 
Abaga Ada 

Eshono was thrown into prison in 
Malabo last January, one of his wives fled 
to Cameroon and the other asked for 
political asvium in France. The 
investigative Paris weekly Le Canard 
Enchaine has revealed some odd aspects 
of the affair. 

Eshono had gone home, ostensibly to 
collect his salary and his embassy’s budget 
for the year. But, according to his wife, 
Joaquina, who had stayed behind in 
Paris, he had become suspicious and 
taken refuge in the French embassy in 
Malabo. Emerging the following day after 
being assured that no harm would come 
to him, he was put under house arrest and 
several days later transferred to Malabo’s 
Black Beach Prison. 

Subsequent reports said that he had 
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been beaten, his head had been shaved 
and he had been exhibited on television. 
The wife said that she had been told of 
her husband's fate by his second wife, 
Isabel, who had since fled the country 
She herself, with her five children, had 
been ordered to leave the ambassaador’s 
residence in Paris because her husband 
was no longer in office. 

Publicity about the affair drew an 
explanation from the embassy Charge 
d’Affaires, Luis Obiang Mengue, a 
relation of the President. In a letter to the 
Canard he asserted that ambassador 
Eshono had been misusing his funds. 
Telephone bills had been left unpaid since 
the embassy opened in 1979 and Eshono 
had been keeping a mistress, Obiang said. 

However, Le Canard charged that while 
funds may have been misused, it was for 
President Obiang’s own purposes, more 
specifically for the acquisition of two 
apartments in Paris’s well-heeled 16th 
Arrondissement for the sum of 2.2m 
francs. 

Documents show that the apartments 
were bought in December through the 
intermediary of ambassador Eshono and 
Ela Ebang, described as a protocol! official 
for the Equatorial Guinea Presidential 
Palace. The Canard’s assertions that 
Eshono had been removed from the scene 
once the property was bought have been 
denied by the embassy, which said that 
there were two budgets, and the money 
allegedly misspent by Eshono is not the 
Same as that used to buy the apartments 
Charge d’Affaires Obiang Mengue also 
affirmed: ‘‘The government of Equatoria! 
Guinea is concerned for the inalienable 
respect for human nghts’’® 

















GHANA 


BRIEFS 


ARMED ROBBER EXECUTED--Emmanuel Konadu Boadi, alias Padmore, was executed 
by tiring squad early this morning for armed robbery. He had earlier been 
round guilty by the public tribunal and sentenced to death by firing squad. 
[Text] [AB140647 Accra Domestic Service in English 0600 GMT 14 May 83] 
FOOD, AID FROM IRAN--The Islamic Republic of Iran today presented 100 tons 
of food aid to Ghana as its contribution to the rehabilitation of Ghanaians 
recently deported from Nigeria and to help alleviate the present acute food 
shortage facing the nation. The gifts include flour, soap, milk powder, 
and blankets. Making the presentation, Mr Hamid Mweya, who is the leader 
of the six-member Iranian delegation currently in the country, said Iran's 
action has been motivated by the friendly relations existing between the 

He said Iran is determined to assist African countries to 


two countries. 
Mr Mweya disclosed that 


free themselves from foreign economic domination. 
this is the first of a package Iran has for Ghana and said subsequent 
donations will arrive by sea. Receiving the gifts, the chairman of the 
Relief Supplies Management Committee, Mr Hagan, described Iran's contribu- 
tion as one of the biggest aid [as heard] so far received by Ghana. M 
Hagan hoped Iran's assistance would strengthen the already cordial rela- 
tions between the two countries. [Text] [AB162110 Accra Domestic Service 


in English 2000 GMT 16 May 83] 


CSO: 3400/1437 














GUINEA-BISSAU 


FRANCE ASKED TO EXTEND TERM OF DEBT PAYMENT 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 28 Mar 83 p 5 


[Text] The Guinean Prime Minister Vitor Saude Maria announced upon his 
arrival in Bissau that Guinea-Bissau has requested France to "write off" a 
debt of 40 million francs (close to 200 million meticals). 


The vice president of the Guinean Revolutionary Council informed the press upon 
his return after about 2 weeks of discussions in France, Luxembourg and 


Belgium that, when requesting the cancellation of the debt, the Guinea-Bissau 
Government suggested, as an alternative, an extension of payment terms. 


Meanwhile, he added, the French government granted a credit line of 85 million 
francs (approximately 425 million meticals) for the purpose of supplying 
provisions, fuel, light equipment, small farm machinery and other farm products. 


France will also exedite a new donation of provisions consisting of 7,500 tons 
of wheat flour, promising to study the possibility of supplying other goods 
included in the Guinea-Bissau financial stabilization program for the current 


yea 


The Government of Luxembourg likewise promised to participate in several 
Guinea-Bissau development projects, in addition to immediate assistance in 
form of food supplies, said Saude Maria. 


~ 


the 


The European Investment Bank (EIB), on its part, promised to co-finance a 
project for oil prospecting and finance the reactivation of Bissau's old naval 


shipyard-GUINAVE. 


12342 
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GUINEA-BISSAU 


BRIEFS 


COMMUNICATION AGREEMENT WITH USSR--An agreement has been signed recently in 
this city between the Governments of Guinea-Bissua and the USSR on cooperation 
in the field of telegraphic and electrical communications. The secretary of 
State for postal services and telecommunications of Guinea-Bissau stated, in 
his speech at the signing ceremony, that the agreement would contribute to 
further multilateral relations between his country and the USSR. The secretary 
of state thanked the Soviet party and government for their great assistance to 
the people of Guinea-Bissau, and expressed his conviction that the friendship 
and cooperation existing between the USSR and his country will be strengthened 
and expanded to the benefit of the people of both countries. [Text] [Luanda 
JOURNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 25 Feb 83 p 12] 12342 


RELATIONS WITH BANGLADESH--Commander Joao Bernardo Vieira, head of state of 
Guinea-Bissau, stated that he had reached an agreement with his counterpart 

in Bangladesh, Abul Fazal Mohammad Absanuddin Chowdhury to establish 

diplomatic relations between the two countries. The FRANCE-PRESSE news agency, 
which carried the information, inidicated further that at the time President 
Vieira was summing up contacts made during the Nonaligned Nations summit meeting, 
he stated that his country and India had agreed to study the possibility of 
bilateral cooperation, particularly in the fields of education, agricultural 
technology and others. The Head of State of Guinea-Bissau also advised the 
vice president of North Korea that a delegation from Guinea-Bissau would soon 
visit Pyongyang with the purpose of investing President Kim Ilsong with the 
Amilcar Cabral medal, Guinea-Bissau's most distinguished decoration. President 
Vieira also announced that he had been invited by the head of state of Liberia 
to visit that country next April. [Text] [Luanda JOURNAL DE ANGOLA in 


Portuguese 17 Mar 83 p 12] 12342 
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BRIEFS 


COOPERATION AGREEMENTS WITH SWEDEN--A 2-year, 
million development cooperation agreement was 
between the governments of Lesotho and Sweden 
tions between the countries. The minister of 


LESOTHO 


M7.5 [currency as published] 
signed in Maseru last week 
following 4 days of negotia- 
affairs also responsible 


for planning, employment and economic affairs, Mr E.R. Sekhonyana, signed 


on behalf of the Lesotho Government, while Mr 


Sten Rylander signed on behalf 


of his Swedish Government. The money will primarily be utilized in the 
fields of telecommunications, afforestation and land use planning, soil 
conservation and in support of the women's bureau. A separate agreement 
for approximately M30,000 on disaster relief assistance, whose funds will 


} 


medical supplies, was also signed. [Excerpt] 
in English 22 Apr 83 p 2] 
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be used for a consultancy on strategic oil reserves and procurement of 


[Maseru LESOTHO WEEKLY 











MADAGASCAR 


POSSIBILITY OF POLITICAL ALLIANCE DISCUSSED 
Antananarivo MADAGASCAR MATIN in French 22 Apr 83 p l 


[Text] What is happening to the alliances between parties belonging to the 
National Front for the Defense of the Revolution (FNDR) in the election mara- 
thon now underway in the country within the framework of the establishment of 
the VIP (decentralized collectives)? 


That is the question we asked ourselves often in our daily political chronical 
after 2/7 February and until recent days. We have tried to find answers, with 
varying luck, one must admit, because it is not always easy to see clearly in 
this subtle and very often discreet game which the coalition is (before the 
election) and especially given the reserve of political staffers. 


We have already given extensive coverage to the AREMA-AKFM [Vanguard of the 
Malagasy Revolution-Congress Party for Malagasy Independence] alliance in 
certain firaisana [equivalent to canton] of specific fivondronana [villages], 


particularly in Antananarivo. 


We have paid much less heed to the MFM-VONJY [Militants for the Establishment 
of a Proletarian Regime-People's Movement for National Solidarity (VITM) ] 
alliance in other firaisana of certain fivondronana, particularly in Antsira- 
nana, where proof cf this coalition is more flagrant. 


[f we have hesitated somewhat in reporting this VITM-MFM alliance, it is be- 
cause contradictory information circulates concerning it. The local political 
class was in fact somewhat astonished to read the statement recently made in 
Paris by Manandafy Rakotonirina, reported by our colleague LA LETTRE DE L'OCEAN 
INDIEN on 4 April 1983. In that statement, the leader of the MFM accuses the 
VONJY "not only of paying massive sums to voters so that they would vote for 
it" (sic), but also "of paying many candidates to run under its banner," 

doing so with "the substantial financial aid which the right wing of the 

French Socialist Party has allegedly given the VITM" (sic). 


Manandafy Rakotonirina expressed his concern on that occasion, considering 
"this interference by French political and financial interests in Malagasy 
political life to be inadmissible and dangerous" (sic). 


[The rub is when the leader of the MFM states that he does so, not on behalf 
of his party alone, but "that he is mandated to do so by the president of the 
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National Front for the Defense of the Revolution (FNDR) himself, that is, 
President Ratsiraka,'' and he continued: "We must get the French left up 
against the wall. Either it considers Madagascar to be a neocolonial country 
of the same type as Senegal, or it is willing to establish honest and stable 


cooperation with us" (sic). 


Politicians have difficulty imagining President Ratsiraka ordering someone to 
make such remarks or asking someone to gave an evaluation of a country such 


as Senegal in his name. 


Fortunately, the MFM corrects the accuracy of its leader in the 9 April issue 
of the same LETTRE DE L'OCEAN INDIEN, stating that "the move of the secretary 
general of the MFM is not part of the internal competition between Malagasy 
parties, but simply marks the MFM's concern over the practices of the VONKY." 
Clearly, it states that he was not ordered to make such a move by the Front, 
much less the president of the FNDR. The statement of the leader of the MFM 
represents only his views or those of his party. 


At any rate, it is a matter to follow, particularly for the VIP phase after 
24 April. In the meantime, let us get to know the fivondronana better. 


11,464 
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MADAGASCAR 


FIVONDRONANA ROLE, TASKS. CRITICISMS EXAMINED 
Antananarivo MADAGASCAR MATIN in French 22 Apr 83 p 2 


(Text] Among the completely decentralized collectives, the fivondronana 
[village] is by far the most exposed to various criticisms because public 
opinion considers it to be its only spokesman, a kind of umbilical cord link- 
ing the people with the central government. Why in fact is there so much 
criticism of fivondronana officials, but not of those of the faritany [higher 
administrative unit made up of a village or group of villages], which is at 


a higher level? 


With a few exceptions, possessing the same powers as those held by the former 
municipalities, the president of a fivondronana is now bogged down in many 
difficulties, mainly financial. If that problem is accompanied by poor man- 
agement, it happens that citizens have difficulty pardoning the elected offi- 
cial and council members, sometimes getting carried away with excessive judg- 
ments, comparing these 6 years with the condition of the roads or the unhealthy 


conditions in their fivondronana. 


Duties 


Two days after the elections of the people's council members of the fivondronam- 
pokontany [union of village associations], it is useful to show what the real 
responsibilities are so that there will be no confusion with those of the 
state. It is through the role of the people's council, the executive committee 
and the administrative. committee that one can define the powers of the fivon- 
dronana. Concerning the people's council, its tasks are not so different fro 
those of the firaisana [canton] that we recently published in our columns. 
Concerning the executive committee, it is mainly in charge of ensuring the 
collection of taxes and duties, both direct and indirect, taking all necessary 
measures provided by fiscal legislation. In addition, it may require the units 
of the People's Army or the National Gendarmerie, within the conditions set 

by the law and existing regulations, to take the measures needed to prevent or 
fight disasters that could endanger the health, security of the population or 
the economy of the inhabitants of the fivondronana. In general, it is invested 


with the powers of that institution and its president, who will be elected by 
the people's council members in a one-ballot election, heads the activities 
of the public departments in the district and ensures the application of laws 


and the enforcement of general security measures. 
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Nevertheless, concerning: 1) the approval of programs of activity or invest- 
ment and provisional operating accounts; 2) the approval of conditions for 
the granting of loans, gifts and grants for a sum greater than that set by 

the people's council; and 3) decisions concerning the acquisition, construc- 
tion, the transfer of property or the making of contracts, decisions are 
submitted for ratification to the first meeting of the people's council. In 
addition, in order to be valid, decisions of the executive committee must be 
made at a meeting attended by at least two-thirds of its members and by an 
absolute majority. In case of a tie, the vote of the president decides. 

[t should be emphasized that the task of a president of the fivondronana is 

a thankless one, as pointed out to us by one elected official. Actually, 
given his salary, it is an office that should not attract so much greed, 
because according to Order No 78-291, modified by No 82-318, one executive 
committee chairman has an index of 700. Obviously, there are rewards difficult 
to put a figure on. 


Orricials 


Concerning members of the administrative committee, who are actually state 
officials, they form the departments placed under the direction of the execu- 
tive committee in order to aid it in its tasks. This committee includes pub- 
lic departments made available to the fivondronana by the central government 
and those created and financed by that same decentralized collective. Within 
the latter, the representative of the administrative committee aids the execu- 
tive committee and on behalf of the latter, ensures the administrative opera- 
tion of the fivondronana. It oversees and verifies the books of the operating 
structures of the decentralized collective. Finally, under the direction of 
the executive committee, it takes all measures aimed at maintaining order and 
security and at preserving the environment (public health and hygiene). 


Everyone may wonder why, despite its powers in society, such a fivondronana 
has not been able to achieve what the people expected. Consequently, Sunday's 
elections will be followed very closely by the people. 
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LESOMA REPORTED STILL ‘ALIVE' DESPITE DEATH OF CHAIRMAN 


Harare THE HERALD in English 9 Apr 83 p 1 


[Text | 


THE Socialist League of 
Malawi (Lesoma) will 
continue to pursue a rev- 
olutionary ypath despite 
the death of the national 
chairman, Dr Attati 
Mpakatl, the secretary- 
general of the party, Cde 
Archibald Kapote Mwa- 
kasungura, said yester- 
day. 

Addressing mourners 
at the burial of Cde Mpa- 
kati at Warren Hills in 
Harare, Cde Mwakasu- 
ngura said, as a revo- 
lutionary party, Lesoma 
did not believe that in- 
dividuals could substitute 
themselves for the poWer 
of an organisation. 

“The Malawi govern- 
ment and !ts imperialist 
masters are deceiving 
themselves to think that 
by soiling their hands in 
the blood of our late 
national chairman, then 
they have beheaded our 
party, that Lesoma is 
leaderless and that is the 


end of Malawi oppo- 
sition.” 

Cde Mpakat!l was as- 
sassinated in Harare 


about two weeks ago and 


CSO: 3400/1326 


he is the second fvureign 
nationalist to die tn Zi- 
mbabwe following the as- 
sassination of the for- 
mer ANC representative, 
Cde Joe Gqabi. 

His body was buried 
near the grave of Cde 
Gaqabi. 

“We wish to say most 
emphatically and cate- 
gorically that Lesoma is 
Alive ond kicking, and 
will remain s0 untj] final 
victory. Mpakati’s blood 
will oil the wheels of the 
Malawi revolution,” Cde 
Mwakasungura said. 

He condemned the Ma- 
lawl government because 
“it thrives on blood and 
terror and so has no re- 
spect for the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity 
of other states”. It prac- 
tised terrorism at home 
and had now extended 
it to other ‘ndependent 
states. 


Cde Mwakasungura 
gave a detailed account 
of Cde Mpakati’s contri- 
bution to the liberation 
struggle and his dedi- 
cation to the freedom 
of the people of Malawi. 


He cited examples of 
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the late chairman’s 
detention at Khami pri- 
son in the then South- 
ern Rhodesia for his 
political views and the 
role he played in the 
organisation of the Nya- 
saland African Congress 
of the early 1960s, 

“And so, even before 
the attainment of flag 
independence in Malawi, 
Attati Mpakati jeft 
Nyasaland in protest at 
the looming betrayal, as 
well as in search of an 
appropriate education 
that would equip him for 
a life of dedicated and 
enlightened service to 
our people.” 

Speaking at the same 
occasion, the Zany (PF) 
deputy secretary-gene- 
ral, Cde Don Muvhuti 
said Cde Mpakuti was 
assassinateg by enemies 
of socialism, Lecause his 
party was dedicateg to 
that cause. 

Cde Muvhutj said, des- 
pite Cde Mpakati’s 
death, Lesoma would 
win the struggle and 
establish a@ socialist gov- 
ernment because such 
struggles never fall. 


MALAWI 


“Over a third of the 
World’s population js 
now living in countries 
Where the principles of 
socialism are being 
practiced, Capitalism 
and imperialism — will 
never live forever ani 
block the revolution,” he 
said. 

“Cde Mpakati was kil- 
led by the enemies of 
socialism and I am sure 
most of you know who 
they are. Although he 
has departed from us 
physically, his spirit will 
continue to direct us in 
the struggle against 
capitalism.” 

The ceremony was 
also attended by = dip- 
lomats including the 
Yugoslav Ambassador to 
Zimbabwe, Cde Djuro 
Vukolic, the PLO Charge 
d‘Affaires, Cde Alj Hali- 
meh, senior menrtbers of 
the Pan African Con- 
gress of South Afrien 
and other representatives 
of liberation movements. 

The costs of the burial 
were borne by the Zi- 
mbabwe Government, 











MALAWI 


BRIEFS 


PAPER AGREEMENT WITH ZIMBABWE--The Blantyre Printing and Publishing Company 
Ltd (BPPC), Malawi's largest printing and publishing firm, is exporting waste 
paper to the Zimbabwe Development and Export Corporation (ZDEC). Disclosing 
this in Blantyre, the company's deputy commercial manager, Mr William 
Kadzamira, said the transaction follows the formalisation of an agreement 
between the two organisations recently. Between 180 and 200 tons of the 
waste paper, most of which was accumulated over a period of two years, has 
been exported to Zimbabwe during the past four months to be recycled at 
Zimbabwe's recently established tissue mill in Kadoma, where it is blended 
with ground wood pulp for the manufacture of tissue paper. In turn, the 
BPPC, which has no waste paper recycling plant, will import some of the 
tissue paper from Zimbabwe to complete the two-way deal contained in the 
agreement between the two firms. ‘With more use of the waste paper from 
Malawi, the Zimbabwe tissue mill is able to produce an improved quality of 
tissue paper for the local and export markets, ' Mr Kadzamira said. Off- 

cuts from quality and ordinary paper, newsprint and chip boards make up the 
waste paper being exported to Zimbabwe. [Text] [Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 


in English 22 Apr 83 p 3] 
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NTIER WITH ALGERIA--Algiers, 14/5/83 (APS)--Mali adopts fully resolutions 
the twelve member committee, charged with preparing the forthcoming OAl 
summit, Mali foreign minister, Mr Alioune Blondin Beye, said to the APS. 
[he Malian minister who stopped off in Algiers before leaving for Brussels, 
recalled in this connection, that Presidents Chadli Bendjedid and Moussa 
[Traore convened to conform to the twelve member committee conclusions. 
he Boundaring [as received] of the Algero-Malian frontier, Mr 
\lioune Blondin Beye, underlines that "this act sealed in Algiers constitutes 


historical moment," in the relations between the two peoples. [Text 
D142157 Algiers APS in English 1428 GMT 14 May 83] 


s ; Jj »7 
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MAURITIUS 


BRIEFS 


NEW 'PPOGRESSIVE' MAGAZINE--Port Louis, 17 May (AFP)--The first issue of 
RII which claims to be "a progressive magazine fighting against 
4 - & 45 
imperialism wherever it may be found," came out this week in Mauritius. 
r J > 
lew Magazine, which replaces JEUNE MAURICE, is published in French. 
[t may, however, contain a few articles in English, in Creole and in 
Malagasy. It will be circulated in the islands and the Indian Ocean. 
FI J 
AFRIK LIBRE, the editorial staff of which comprises nationals from Mauritius, 
the Seychelles, Madagascar and the Island of Reunion (French), will write 
yn the problems of African and the Indian Ocean islands. [Text] [AB171527 
Paris AFP in French 1220 GMT 17 May 83] 


a 
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MOZAMB IQUE 


BEIRA MEETING CONVEYS PARTY CONGRESS DECISIONS 
MB120940 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 0430 GMT 12 May 83 


[Text] Yesterday in Beira, thousands of students, workers, and the people 
in general took part in a public meeting designed to convey the decisions 

of the Fourth Frelimo Party Congress. The meeting was chaired by Lt Gen 
Armando Guebuza, member of the Political Bureau of the Frelimo Party Central 
Committee and resident minister of Sofala Province, who made a speech 
highlighting the vital importance of the fourth congress to the Mozambique 
people as a whole. He said that the fourth congress had made an indepth 
analysis of the fight against the armed and unarmed bandits, the struggle 

to eradicate famine and poverty, as well as the state of internationalist 


solidarity. 


During the meeting, Armando Guebuza revealed the tasks that must be carried 
out by the popu.ation in order to fully implement the decisions adopted by 
the fourth congress. Armando Guebuza appealed to the Beira committee to 
begin, within a short period of time, the process necessary to develop 


a greenbelt in the city. 


The mass democratic organizations in Sofala read messages saluting the 
recent meeting of the party's supreme organ. In their messages, the mass 
democratic organizations reaffirmed their determination to continue 
Supporting the just struggle of the oppressed peoples of the world. 


The members of the Frelimo Party Central Committee stationed in Beira, 
who were elected by the fourth congress, were introduced during the 
important meeting. 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


ZIMBABWE-MALAWI ROAD RECONSTRUCTION--The Mozambique Government has put out 
to tender a project for the reconstruction of the road linking Zimbabwe and 
Malawi through the northwestern province of Tete. The project involves 
reconstructing the base, resurfacing throughout, as well as some widening 
and other improvements to the 270-km road. Prequalification documents 

have to be returned by 18 July. The scheme, which is one of the many 
transport projects of the SADCC alliance, is being financed by the Kuwait 
Fund for Arab Economic Development. [Text] [MB131714 Maputo in English 


to Southern Africa 1100 GMT 13 May 83 MB] 
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NAMIBIA 


SWAPO RADIO COMMENTS ON COLLUSION IN CONTACT GROUP 


EA101659 Addis Ababa Voice of Namibia in English 1900 GMT 9 May 83 


[SWAPO Program] 


[Excerpts] For more than 6 years the so-called contact group comprising 

the United States, Britain, France, West Germany and Canada has preoccupied 
itself with negotiations for the peaceful liberation of Namibia. In the 

same period the fascist South African regime, which is occupying Namibia 
illegally, has shown neither the will nor the desire of granting independence 
to Namibia. Moreover, the past 5 years have witnessed an alarming trend in 
the aggressive and terroristic activities of the fascist regime. The 

current negotiations on the independence of Namibia were started in 19/77 

by the five imperialist countries, all of whom were then members of the UN 


Security Council. 


With the advent to power of the ultra-reactionary Reagan regime in the 
U.S.A. in 1981 [as heard], the Botha regime became more arrogant than ever 
before. When the Reagan regime took command of the self-styled contact 
group, the direction of the negotiations became clearer. The schemes of 
the so-called contact group against the Namibian people are too numerous 
to enumerate. Suffice it to mention the cunning and confusing one man 

two votes and one man one vote counted twice electoral system. 


Now the Reagan administration and its racist surrogate have come up with the 
infamous latest issue, while claiming that independence for Namibia is just 
around the corner, these imperialist countries have never come forward 

with any proof to justify their optimism. The negotiations should go back 
into a UN framework as Namibia is UN responsibility. The situation in 
Namibia and in southern Africa generally is explosive and prompt action is 


needed to detuse it. 


As Comrade Sam Nujoma had told the Paris conference on solidarity with the 
heroic Namibian people, and I quote: If the UN did not achieve a negotiated 
settlement in Namibia, there would be more bloodshed. Ironically, while 

the people of the world were showing their solidarity with the struggling 
Namibian people, fresh revelations were made in the British press that a 
member of the contact group, Britain, has authorized the sale of radar 
equipment to the racist South African butchers. It goes without saying 
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that this equipment by the British electronic firm (McConnell) will be used 
to prolong the illegal occupation of Namibia, to intensify Pretoria's terror 
campaign against the frontline states and to sustain apartheid in South 
Africa. Indeed, this unfriendly gesture of the British Government is an 


act of treachery against the people of southern Africa. SWAPO of Namibia 


appeals to the British people to do all in their power to stop the delivery 
of this equipment to the racist (?Boer) regime. 


With or without racist imperialist collusion, the struggle will continue 


and as sure as day follows night, victory is ours. Independence or death, 
SWAPO will win and Namibia will be free, 
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NIGER 


GOVERNMENT'S MEASURES TO FACE UNFAVORABLE ECONOMIC SITUATIONS 
Niamey SAHEL HEBDO in French Special Issue 15 Apr 83 p 8 
[Article: "The Language of Truth" ] 


[Excerpt] For 9 years the Nigerian armed forces have been exercizing the 
responsibilities of power. Nine years is certainly a short time in the life 
of a nation. Yet, one has only to cast a quick glance at the ground cover 
to realize the magnitude of what has been accomplished in all areas of our 


national life. 


[If today this ninth birthday is celebrated in a particularly difficult 

economic context for our country, it is because the world economic crisis has 
ceached proportions never before equalled. Indeed, as far as we are concerned, 
General Seyni Kountche has never ceased to warn us of the consequences of that 
crisis in our daily life. It is true, however, that we have neither the monopoly 
nor the exclusivity on this crisis which strikes all nations, powerful or weak. 
But its effects on Niger are what concern us because they affect every home 


in this country. 


The difficulties of the present situation are tangible realities that one must 
examine lucidly in order to apply the proper antidote. This is what we have 
done with serenity in Niger and the measures enacted have been announced by the 


chief of State. 


Administrative inertia, lack of rigor and discipline in the management of public 
resources, sometimes waste, have been our lot. It was time for us to regain 
uur self-control if we did not want to go down under the buffets of fate. 
Surely there are many elements that we do not control. But it is always 
possible to act upon those which fall within our competence, that is to say 

to turn inward, as the chief of state has stated, to find the ways and means 

to escape from particularly constraining circumstances. In order to do this, 
it is to Nigerians, authentic patriots, that we have appealed to examine the 
conomic and financial situation of our country and make diagnoses. As drastic 
is the proposed solutions might have been, they have the merit of being the 
product of Nigerians who love their country and are concerned about its future. 


Excessive imports, home consumption which greatly exceeds our production 
petroleum bill too high for a country which does not produce petroleun, ; 
colossal consumption of electricity, water and telephone, such is our 
situation which the chief of state exposes at each staff meeting. 


wo 
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We had to review this situation all the more because everyone knows that 
underdeveloped countries in general face the most serious structural and 

circumstantial problems and are no longer capable of generating the savings 
necessary to finance their foreign debts. Most of these countries have had 
to impose restrictions on imports, controls on currency exchange, draconian 


budgetary retrenchment and often resort to the restructuring of debt service. 


For our part, rather than reaching those extreme measures, we have preferred 
to reduce the standard of living of the state and to make it conform to our 
needs and our realities. We are aware that under the present circumstances 
the industrialized nations themselves face many problems. In fact, inflation 
has become the current problem for most of them and has led them to apply 
restrictive fiscal and monetary policies which have resulted in slowing down 
economic activity on the world level and in raising the level of interest 
rates. It is therefore not realistic to count on an increase in their aid 
whatever their good will may be. 


Then what can be done but to speak the languate of truth? That is the meaning 
of the message delivered by General Seyni Kountche. 

Not only then do we slow down our imports, all the more since some of them 
cannot be justified, but we reorganize our trade sector by liberalizing the 
export of beans and animals. This will give a second wind to our shopkeepers 
who have been hit so hard by circumstances. 


But above all it is the standard of living of the state which is going to be 
reviewed. The savings effected on the repair of administrative vehicles and 
on gasoline will allow the state to carry on its program of investments. As 
far as this is concerned, one must acknowledge that those vehicles were used 
more for personal needs than for the benefit of services. Thus, in the same 
way, some compensations are going to be reviewed especially at the level of 
our companies and offices where salaries and various benefits allocated to the 
staff are not in proportion with their efficiency and competence. 


f course, all this is very hard, but the developing society which we are 
building little by little could not take pleasure in waste or sinful 


complacency. Everyone should understand, as General Seyni Kountche has stated, 
that the time for systematic criticism, fanciful shifting or malicious gossip 
is over. We must work and strive again so that the Nigerian society of 


tomorrow may be a brotherly society of solidarity, peace and happiness. 
We must work hard so that the young people who are emerging find a nation that 
is prosperous and united. 


[These young people have just been rewarded in the person of the prime minister 


whose choice and nomination attest, if need be, to the trust that General 
Seyni Kountche holds for all the young people of Niger. 
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London JOURNAL OF AFRICAN MARXISTS in English No 3, Jan 83 pp 78-92 


[Article by Goffredo Caccia: "Nigeria: Oil Plot or Oil Glut?"] 


[Text ] 


The analysis and prognosis of the Nigerian economy and society which follows 

was written in August 1981 for a Nigerian socialist journal! as the effects of the 
international ‘oil glut’ had their first local impacts. The picture which emerges of 

an economy entirely at the mercy of imperialist designs effected through the agency 
agency of an African commercial ruling class has some significance for the working 
working class in all parts of neocolonial Africa. 


The U.S.-Saudi Plot 


The drop in Nigeria’s oil production in 1981 has been the greatest in its history. 
During the last ‘oil crisis’ production fell from 2.10 million barrels per day in 
1977 to 1.57 m.b.d. in February 1978, that is, about 25%. This is a small drop 
compared with what has been happening this year. But even that small drop 
made the government of General Obasanjo panic with school fees increases, 
import bans and a 10% cut in recurrent expenditure. The protests of the working 
people were met with bullets, arrests, the banning of the national students’ 
union, the closing of the universities and colleges, and the sacking of lecturers. 
That government, which squandered over half a billion Naira (1.00 = £0.80) 
for FESTAC and over 8100 million for a Trade Fair (in which Nigeria had no 
wholly Nigerian manufactured goods to offer) and spent fourteen times as 
much on ‘defence’ as on health, expected the poor people of Nigeria to pay for 
its own corruption and sterility. So what can we expect from the present govern- 
ment ot big traders, when within a few months oil production has dropped 
over 60%? Oil production, in fact, was 2.09 million barrels per day in January 
1981, 1.94 m.b.d. in February, 1.87 m.b.d. in March, 1.60 in April, 1.28 in 
May, 1.35 in June and 0.77 in July. 

The Nigerian Government earns about 80% of government revenue and 
90% of foreign exchange from oil. If oil is not produced, under the present 
lopsided economy, then the government is soon bankrupt. The oil is not being 
produced because the foreign oi! companies in Nigeria are not lifting the oil. 
And they are not lifting the oil because they say they cannot sell the oil 
because there is too much oil on the world market. And there is too much 
oil because Saudi Arabia is deliberately flooding the market with cheap oil. 
It has the power to do this because it possesses one-quarter of the world’s 
known oil reserves. |t wants to do this because the ruling classes of the 
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capitalist Countries, America in particular, persuaded it to force down the price 
of oil and so help them out of the economic slump which they are now facing 

Reagan's Conservative and racist government is hoping that one effect 
that this policy will have is to bring about a more repressive and West-depen- 
dent government in Nigeria, one which does not make so much noise about 
South Africa. Despite reducing oil imports by one-quarter this year the U.S.A. 
will still spend about $100 billion on imported fuel. It is Nigeria's major 
customer for oil and has been paying $40 per barrel for it. While the U.S.A. 
has been trying to recover its dollars by selling goods to Nigeria and investing 
and setting up banks there the U.S.A. still has a huge trade deficit with the 
country. So it has now found a way of putting down Nigeria’s smug politicians 
and forcing down Nigerian oil prices, as well as that of other countries, by 
using its feudal bailiff Saudi Arabia. How is the U.S. ruling class able to use 
Saudi Arabia in this way? 


U.S. Treasury Bills 


Saudi Arabia is important to the U.S.A. and the West not only for its oil but 
for its strategic relation to the Soviet Union and the Middle East class struggle. 
lhe U.S.A. is ready to employ the 100,000 men of its Rapid Deployment 
Force in the area with Saudi assistance, and is supplying Saudi Arabia with five 
costly radar-surveillance aircraft (AWACS) as part of a $8.5 billion arms deal 
to protect imperialist oil supplies, intimidate the Soviet Union and suppress 
popular revolutions in the region. The Saudi ruling class benefits by having 

the use of sophisticated weapons to suppress its own people as well as contain 
the People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen and the Dhofari revolutionary 
movement on its border. 

At the same time the U.S.A. and the West have sponsored a dependent 
capitalist economic development in Saudi Arabia in order to recover the money 
it spends on Saudi oil. With a population of just over eight million in a desert 
region Saudi Arabia has limited economic potential and cannot spent its oil 
revenue fast enough, so it has invested billions of dollars in the West. The fact 
that it has invested three-quarters of its $90 billion assets in U.S. government 
Treasury Bills is sufficient to explain the present behaviour of the Saudi 
aristocracy 

Ihe U.S. imperialist hold on Saudi Arabia goes back to 1933 when King 
ibn Saud gave an oil concession to Standard Oil of California for a mere 
{50,000 in gold. This oil company later merged with other U.S. oil giants 
tSSO, Texaco and Mobil to form the Arabian American Oil Company 
(ARAMCO). In 1943 the U.S. government decided that ‘‘the defence of Saudi 
Arabia is vital to the defence of the U.S.A.” and started moulding its economy 
and training Ibn Saud’s armed forces. The U.S. Air Force constructed an airfield 
which soon became the largest U.S. airbase between Germany and Japan, and the 
nearest to Soviet factories. 

After the death of Ibn Saud the U.S.A. helped to oust his first son from 
power and installed a younger son, Feisal, because he was more pliable and could 
be used to prevent the further growth of Arab nationalism and socialism. The pro- 
\merican Sheikh Ahmed Zaki Yamani, who was trained at Harvard University in 
the US A., became the Saudi oil minister and has remained the monarch’s cashier 


to this day 

Ihe recent military deals with Saudi Arabia are not anew idea for the US 
supervision of the region. Already in 1964 Britain and the U.S.A. decided to 
provide Saudi Arabia with the latest air defence system, Britain sold it £120 
million of arms tollowed by £250 m ‘iion more in 1973, which were record 








British export orders. Thus in exchange for its oil the Saudi ruling class received 
military equipment designed to protect the foreign buyers of oil against socialism. 
In the 1965-71 period the West had returned to it well over £1 billion of the cash 
it spent on oil, by means of such deals. 

While the Saudi kings and princes clearly benefitted from this alliance 
with the ruling classes of the West the ordinary Saudi people gained little. A large 
proportion of them continued the old nomadic and rural way of life. Despite 
its trumpeting of ‘democracy, freedom and human rights’ Britain and the U.S.A, 
ignored, even covered up, the existence of slavery in Saudi Arabia, the mass 
illiteracy, the oppression of women under strict Islamic laws, the absence of a 
legal political opposition and constitution and elections, the prohibition of a 
trade union organisation, the banning of strikes, the imprisonment and torture 
of socialists, and the continuing supply of Saudi oil to racist South Africa. 

1n 1953 about 13,000 workers in the Damman oilfields went on strike in 
defiance of the repressive aristocracy. Despite arrests and beatings the workers 
resisted for three weeks until the government was defeated, being forced to 
concede pay increases and a shorter working day. But the struggle continues 
in Saudi Arabia. ARAMCO assists the government in identifying workers’ 
leaders so as to Maintain the trade union and strike ban and keep profits high. 
In the 1960s guerrilla action began as Saudi workers and socialists courageously 
tried to follow the example of the socialist revolution in South Yemen. The 
government responded with more arrests, imprisonment and torture. In 1967 
seventeen guerrillas were publicly executed and in 1969 over 2,000 opposition- 
ists were arrested. In 1981 it is probable that thousands of people still languish 
in Saudi jails for wanting no more than free trade unions, elections, free universal 
education and an end to Western imperialist domination. 


Saudi Oil Domination 


The Saudi Government has sometimes been presented by the Western press as a 
radical and nationalist government. In fact the Saudi ruling class realises how 
its own interest, rather than that of the Saudi and Arab peoples as a whole, 
depends on the West. In 1974 Yamani got oil producers to freeze prices for six 
months so as to pander to the West, and in that year the oil embargo against 
the U.S.A. (over U.S. support for Isreal) was finally lifted because of Saudi 

and Egyptian persuasion. Now, in 1981, the Saudi ruling class, has once again 
demonstrated to the oppressed people of the world that it is the heart and 
blood system of Western capitalism, that system which still prevents full 
African liberation and development. 

The great crisis of capitalism of the last decade has meant that the growth 
of oil demand has not been so great as bourgeois economists previously 
expected and the consumption of the capitalist world dropped by 5% in 1980 
compared with 1979. lf OPEC were genuinely united one would expect that 
all exporters Could have decreased oil production by the same small fraction, but 
this has not been possible because of Saudi sabotage. Yamani has, under U.S. 
directives, produced more and more oil at low prices so that producers in the 
Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) have been forced to 
produce less and less and finally reduce their prices. OPEC, total oil production 
fell from 31.1 million barrels per day in May 1979 to 21.9 m.b.d. in July 1981. 
But Saudi production increased from 8.5 m.b.d. to over 10.0 m.b.d. in the same 
period. This means that Saudi Arabia increased its share of total OPEC pro- 
duction from about 25% to about 50% in that period. As it now dominates the 
oil market Saudi Arabia can force prices up or down as it pleases. It prefers to 
force them down, ‘‘trying to help the world economy”’, says Yamani, meaning 
the international Capitalist class 











ihe Nigerian Ruling Class 


Since independence no Nigerian government has had the interest to develop and 
diversify the economy so that it would be relatively immune to fluctuations in oil 
price. Successive governments have only been interested in their commission. Not 
only does theft go on in the state apparatus, but the state Is itself the main 
apparatus of theft. In Nigeria not only do officials steal, but stealing Is official 

it is the very principle of Nigerian class rule and subservience to the West 

We should not assume that if high oil prices help the ‘Nigerian economy’ 
that they must therefore help the Nigerian workers and farmers. In fact the rela 
tionship of Saudi Arabia to the West is not very different from that of Nigeria 
to the West. When there is plenty of oil money it is Nigeria's ruling Class of 
importers, speculators, commission agents, contractors, bankers and their hangers 
on which reaps the harvest. When the supply of oil money drops who will sufter? 
Certainly not the ruling class. First of all the members of the ruling class will 
introduce some timid and half-hearted ‘austerity measures’, to give the 
appearance of being ‘concerned’, and then they will set to quarrelling among 
themselves for the dwindling cash. After all, they mainly acquire wealth by 
grabbing oil money to import consumer goods and to embark on expensive, and 
often useless, projects for a commission. 

Already we see the symptoms: state governments are complaining of 
lack of funds, politicians hurl abuse and accusations at each other over the ‘state 
of the economy’, mushroom businessmen clamour for the creation of new states 
in the Federation to build their empires in, and the prospect of vicious electoral 
machinations and battles daily looms larger, as the 1983 national elections 
approach. 

While quarrelling among themselves over dwindling cash the ruling class 
will be forced sooner or later to make the working people, the suffering masses 
of Nigeria, pay for its historical irresponsibility. The ruling class may consider 
increasing taxes and medical and school fees, cutting educational grants, or 
deliberately Causing inflation so that workers’ wages are worth less, throwing 
workers out of their jobs so as to maintain profits, and pitting the people of 
Nigeria against each other to divert attention from the real causes of Nigeria’s 
problems 

A government of traders, speculators and commission agents can only 
very reluctantly introduce import bans and foreign exchange restrictions in 
order to stop the bleeding of Nigeria’s oil income. Even if it takes these measures, 
to a certain degree they will be temporary and not structurally alter the economy 
for the benefit of the majority. Imports and foreign exchange are the very 
lifeblood of commercial intermediaries. While all governments import, in 
Nigeria imports govern. The military, we are not forgetting, is always willing to 
find an excuse to step in, patch up with a few decrees, before imitating its 
predecessors. What Nigeria really needs is the organised intervention of the 
working class, farmers and youth to democratise, nationalise and industrialise 
It will be the brutality, swindling and treachery of the ruling class itself in the 
years to come which will create the conditions for such an intervention by 
teaching the working class what great reserves of power and initiative the 
workers, farmers and youth of Nigeria have 

[he chronic infirmity of the ruling class has become Clear in its handling 
of the ‘oil glut’, that 1S, the Capitalist oll plot [he government is not able to 
take a long view of the economy, to assess trends, and make adjustments 
based on foresight because its policy is fragmented into the thousands of 
self-interested short-term gains of middlemen and touts. For example, in 
Nigeria's oll industry there ts no Clear separation of businessmen, politicians 
civil servants and technologists. Even Senator David Dafinone, chairman of the 


Senate Committee on Commerce and Industry, admitted recently that 
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“Confusion about the respective roles of the boards of the oil industry, 
ministries and National Assembly blurs accountability”. 
While the fall in the rate of growth of world oil demand the increasing 


Saudi domination should have made any government which exports oil 
extremely cautious about fixing its production levels, prices, revenue estimates 


and development plans based on these estimates, the Nigerian government 
cannot be said to have an oil policy, or any policy at all except quick self 
enrichment. While the governments of other oil-producing nations were making 
adjustments and carefully dropping prices to conserve their customers the 
Nigerian oil corporation (NNPC) stuck to its $40 per barrel, the highest price 
in the world, even when customers like Atlantic Richfield of U.S.A. cancelled 
contracts. And all along, Saudi oil was selling at $32 per barrel, which is very 
cheap, even keeping in mind its inferior quality. 

Although a few other countries, like Algeria and Libya, also persisted 
with high prices, these countries were in a far better position because of the 
large state control of their economies and more developed industrial base. 

The Nigerian government thinks it can behave like the governments of Libya or 
Algeria when it has done nothing to bring Nigeria up to even half of the 
economic stability, independence and concern for the welfare of their citizens 
that we find in those countries, even taking their shortcomings into account. 
Not until the noise of the U.S.-Saudi plotting and its repercussions was really 
deafening did the Nigerian ruling class suddenly wake up only to panic by 
immediately demanding an emergency meeting of OPEC. 


Nigerian Government Total Oil Revenue 


Year Millions of Naira 
1958-59 0.12 

196 1-62 17.0 
1962-63 19.0 
1963-64 10.0 
1967-68 41.9 
1973-74 1,549.3 
1974-75 4,183.8 
1976-77 4 833.7 


(Source. African Business, August 1981) 


[he meeting, which opened on 19th August 1981 at Geneva, proved to 
be a complete waste of tme and money. OPEC, an organisation of thirteen 
[Third World nations which export oil, was originally intended to give strength 
to oil exporters in united action to keep prices high. Saudi Arabia is the most 
powerful member of OPEC and sabotaged the meeting by its intransigence. It 
refused to settle on a uniform OPEC base price of $34 per barrel (allowing 
variations for quality and transport distances). Venezue!a, the second biggest 
OPEC exporter, a relatively wealthy nation under the U.S. thumb, also refused 


lo Cooperate 


Britain, which is not in OPEC, had had advance warning from the U.S.A. 
and Saud: Arabia of the oil plot, so reduced its price two months before the 
meeting of OPEC and linked it to the Saudi price in order to retain its share of the 
the market. Western countries now have large stocks of ot! so that the ‘glut’ will 
be maintained as long as possible to drive prices down even further. Not until 
early September was the Nigerian oil price dropped to $36 p.b. by giving a 10% 
discount. By this time many customers had already been lost 
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Western Propaganda and Neocolonial Reality 


[his shortsighted outlook totally under the spell of Western capitalism is also 
reflected in the inability of the Nigerian ruling class and its ideologues, Official and 
unofficial, to separate propaganda from reality A pe ole's government interested 
in genuine Nigerian independence and the prosperity of the majority would be 
much more suspicious and independent in its attitude to Western sources of 
information. Thus newspapers, Magazines and intellectuals repeat the idea 
expressed by a Western journalist in African Business in August 1981] that the 
cause of the ‘oil glut’ is that ‘too many OPEC price rises pushed the westerr 
world into a recession’. While no one can deny that a reduction of ol} price ts of 
issistance to Western Capitalism, to ascribe the Capitalist slump to the efforts 
of mainly poor nations to recuperate from the West the wealth which the por 
nations themselves largely created under the yoke of colonialism ts a lie of 
world-historical dimensions 

Ihe slump ts actually the result of the inherent contradictions of late 


monopoly capitalism in which vast transnational Monopolies torce up prices 
r 


an attempt to create the ever-increasing Capital amounts required for investmer 
5 4 


| 


In new instruments of production necessary tO keep up with compe til rs. «oi As 


increase In Capital investment in the end reaches proportions which the 


companies cannot cope with, and they throw the whole capitalist world into 4 
risis from which only the working class Can save it by socialising and centralising 
production. In fact, then, one reason that OPEC drastically increased tls prices 
in 1973-74 was asa response to the Deginning of the cap talist slump, inflatio 
and the increasing exploitation of OPEC countries 

When W.}. Cook, Energy Correspondent for the American Magazine 
Ve WSWeER, write nat tne Ifop in tne dema }for o is Gue to tne Tact that tne 
Capitalist Nations re using oil more efficiently and replacing it with otner 
energy sources” itis like ascribing the outgoing tide to the splashings of a 
drowning man. Cook ts also trying to alarm the oil exporters \nd yet Nigeria 
newspapers repeat this kind of nonsense without comme! 

let us examine some hard facts about Western exploitation of the ol 


resources of the poor nations. One researcner, tne Iranian Monssen M issdfirdl 
has illustrated the relations of inequality between OPEC nations and the West 
In a Striking, even if analytically limited, way. He Nas estimated that between 
1945 and 1973 the Western oil companies made about $59 billion in surplus 
profits from the production of crude oi! in the Third World countries alone. In 
the same period Western governments made an incredible $355 billion in the 
form of tax on oil products, etc. This gives us a total of $414 billion of oi! 
wealth for the Western economies. Ihe total sum made by OPEC nations in 
tax and rent in that pe 1! amounted to a mere $76 billion. Furthermore. the 
U S.A. exploited OPEC by means of a financial trick. By printing 4 lot Of extra 


4 


} ; 
dollars the U.S vovernment Can make the dollar depreciate, dnd as Ol 


purchases are made in dollars only the OPEC nations suffer a yreat joss if 


purchasing power. In other words, they are forced to sell their oil more cheapl 


ply 
while appearing to get relatively the same amount of money for it as before 
With this trick the U.S.A. confidently doubled its importation of OPEC 
oil between 1974 and 1977 to create large stocks 
Of course, while there is often conflict between the West and OPE(¢ 
me should not forget the identity of interests which exists in so far as the 
Ihird World ruling classes tie their fate to the Western ruling classes at the 
pense of their own working people. [The mainly neo-colonial governments of 
OPEC may wish to make more money from their oil but they wish to use that 
mey to Maintain their privileged relationship with the Western ruling classes 
What the neocolontal ruling classes take from the West with one h ind they “4 
ick wilh the other in exchange for Western luxuries ne nands of tne 
people remain empty, or worse, ued In part Jiar, the ruling Classes Of many 





economies, and we can only guess how much Nigerian ruling class money Is 
privately buried away in Britain, U.S.A... Switzerland and Germany. Needless 
to say, Saudi and Nigerian workers do not have bank accounts, investments 
and property in the West! 

Thus, while depicting OPEC nations as the cause of the Western slump 
when the ruling classes of those nations act nationalistically Western propa 
ganda presents any OPEC nation as the saviour of the ‘world economy’ once 
it identifies its interests with the West and takes an anti-socialist and anti- 
.working class stand. An American businessman writing in Newsweek on 
24th August 1981] catalogues the virtues of the Saudi military-commercial 
complex which, he says, is ‘an exceptionally loyal friend to the U.S.A.’, He adds 
that Saudi Arabia ‘has always shared America’s commitment to resisting commu 
nism’, it supports the economies of the U.S.A. and other industrial nations’, 
and that it is so benevolent as to flood the market with cheap oil ‘largely to hold 
the OPEC prices at a level that will not be damaging to the U.S.A. and other 
free world economies’, and it moves ‘more militant OPEC members in the 
direction of price moderation.’ Where in the Nigerian press, which shares Maga 
zine stalls and newspaper touts with Newsweek, do we find any criticism of 
this rabid propaganda? What is a ‘militant OPEC member’? What is ‘price 
moderation’? What is so important about saving the capitalist economies of the 
U.S.A., Britain and the so-called ‘free world’ which have perpetrated nothing 
but exploitation, slavery and racism on the African continent? 


Imports, Foreign Reserves and Development 


At the end of May 1981 Nigeria’s foreign exchange reserves stood at M6. 1 billion, 
which was heralded by the government as the highest ever and a sign of 
economic health. In fact, this amount partly consists of foreign loans and far 
from being a large amount is a pathetically small amount when we consider 
what Nigeria’s reserves should be except for the squandering and corruption of 
the ruling class. By June reserves had already dropped to 45.45 billion, and 
imports are still running at a rapacious A]. 3 bi//ion per month. \t is obvious 
that with the big drop in oil earnings the foreign reserve will very soon disappear 
at the present rate of imports. 

This means that the government will have to take financial, fiscal or 
commercial measures of some kind if it is to survive. Given the parasitism of 
the ruling class on profits from trading with imported goods it will be difficult 
for it to ban or permanently curtail imports without causing deep rifts in the 
ruling class itself. Import bans undermine the conditions of its own existence. It 
may be, of course, that the ruling party will cut off the import licences to the 
adherents of the other four registered parties and this is sure to result in a 
deepening of the present infighting between parties and within parties and the 
encouragement of military adventures 

Besides deepening the inter-party conflicts within the ruling Class, tne 
import bans would heighten class conflict, resulting in the retrenchment of 
thousands of workers in import houses, transport, construction, assembly and 
distribution. The ruling class can then expect demonstrations and strikes by the 
working class. The same kinds of conflicts will occurif attempts are made to 
curb foreign exchange ‘allowances’. 

lt is therefore more likely that the exasperated ruling class will attempt 
to borrow very large sums of money from the West to tide it over the financial 
deficits caused by its own passionate squandering. However, foreign lenders 
may be reluctant to lend if a Major politic al Crisis OCCUFs OF 1OOKS like occurring 
even though they will also be aware that the ‘oil glut Cannot be sustained for 
very long and that Nigeria still has plenty of oil in the ground. The Nigerian 
government will have to prove to the West that it can control the demands of 
its workers and to do that it will have to split the working class and terrorise 
t_ If the government does not succeed in borrowing more money then this will 
make the Nigerian economy more dependent on the West, it will mortgage the 
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oil companies including lower oil prices, more expatriate work permits, and 
the acceptance of delays over the implementation of plans for the Liquefied 
Natural Gas project. [he ruling class is not interested in learning from 
experience as it would not have anything to gain trom such lessons if it’ 
had the welfare of the majority of Nigerians at heart. 

The Bonny Liquefied Natural Gas project is a striking illustration of 
foreign manipulation and the non-government of Nigerian government. Nigeria 
has more gas than oil, but millions of Naira worth of gas have been, and are 
still being, burned off by the oil companies, because it is not immediately 
profitable to them to make it available as an energy commodity. Forty umes 
as much gas is flared as is used in Nigeria at present. In fact, Nigeria is not 
alone in this extravagance, for eighteen major Third World countries were 
persuaded to throw away 400 million cubic metres of gas every day in 1978 
alone, according to a recent United Nations report 

Foreign companies have been delaying over the plans for the Bonny 
LNG project because of their greediness in inflating the cost to over #8 billion 
and their desire to make the Federal Government bear the capita! cost while they 
reap the profits. Tragically, the years of profligacy of the ruling class have made 
it impossible to accumulate the investment required, which would not be so 
large if Nigeria controlled its oil industry. Although provisional agreement has 
been reached on an ownership arrangement of 60% NNPC, 10% Shell, 10% BP, 
7.5% AGIP, 7.5% Phillips and 5% ELF, it is doubtful whether in the present 
situation Nigeria will ever really start on the scheme. Even the Decree 99 of 
1979 which requires all companies in the oil sector to implement a gas- 
reinjection facility before 1984 can only be backed up if there is a government 
which really directs the industry 

It may be objected that Nigeria now has three oi! refineries (which, in fact, 
used only about 10% of the total crude produced in 1980), that the NNPC set 
up some prospecting crews in 1978, and that there are plans to produce 
detergents and solvents at the Kaduna refinery as Phase One of a petrochemical 
industry under the NNPC. But these barely scratch tne surface, because the 
ruiing class has much more to gain from importation, real estate, Commissions 
and banking. After two decades of oil production there is still no fertiliser 
plant in Nigeria although millions are spent on fertilisers every year, which ts a 
much more profitable arrangement for the middlemen-politicians 

Nigeria does not even control the secondary services to the oil industry 
Why should Total, for example, be allowed to market oil, put up filling stations 
in every nook and cranny, operate lubricant and liquefied petroleum gas plants 
and even plan agricultural projects and thus take out profits (after tax) of 
6.7 millionin 1978, 12.1 million in 1979 and 13.1 million in 1980? We 
would not expect an objective answer from the five Nigerian directors of the 
company or from the French chairman and six French directors. And. instead 
of putting marketing completely under state control, together with other vital! 
sectors of the economy, our government of traders and businessmen has recently 
decided to ailow private indigenous marketing companies for oi! (e.g. Bays 


Petroleum Co. has just appeared) and so perpetuate private weaith and public 
inequalily 
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19th President Shagari gave an address at a special session of the National 
Assembly on “The State of the Economy’’. He then signed an emergency bill 

for “economic stabilisation” enabling him to directly impose or increase import 
duties a4 bill strongly condemned by opposition parties and ‘businessmen’. 
Immediately larger import duties, some completely new, were imposed on about 
50 imported items, including stockfish, rice, certain vehicles, electrical goods 

and some construction materials. Some goods, such as frozen chicken and certain 
electrical batteries, were totally banned. Meanwhile, the Fourth National 
Development Plan has been restructured and rescheduled. 

The impact of these measures has fallen squarely on the working class 
retrenchment of thousands of workers and a huge leap in the cost of living, 
challenged by numerous strikes and demonstrations. Workers have, for 
example, been laid off in the Niger Steel Company, Leyland Ltd, Leventis, 
Dunlop, Odua Textiles and Guinness. Various employers’ associations sent a 
protest delegation to the government in June calling for a new issue of import 
licences and threatening to sack 50% of their workers if the government does 
not comply. The dockworkers went on strike, the electrical workers cut off 
all electricity for a few days, oil workers at Warri went on strike in protest over 
retrenchment, doctors stopped work, and other strikes have broken out all over 
the country. The response of the Nigeria Labour Congress has still been rather 
weak, although it gave the government a stern warning on May Day. The May 
Day message of the Kwara State branch of the Congress was simple and appro- 
Priate: ‘‘nationalise all oil companies’. Prices have rocketted; fuel has increased 
in price after years of no change: the price of food has increased, in some cases 
doubling in a matter of weeks. The obvious palliative of devaluation has been 
resisted by the ruling class of importers who do not wish to pay more for 
imports 

Political tensions and vituperation against the ruling party have heightened. 
A coup plot master-minded by a disgruntled ‘businessman’, who could no 
longer get his hands on import licences, was uncovered. The four opposition 
parties have been pushed by events into forming a grand alliance to fight the 
1983 elections. The sore point with all the businessmen-politicians now 
ranging themselves against the ruling party is access to imported consumer 
goods. The demand of the major opposition party (the Unity Party of Nigeria) 
at its annual conference in April that the government publish the names of ail 
import licence beneficiaries in the previous 12 months, is characteristic of the 
entire class. Nothing spells out the historically bankrupt nature of the Nigerian 
ruling class and its ultimate fate more clearly than this compulsive preoccupa- 
tion with imported consumer goods. 
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STATES' HOSTILITY SAID CAUSING INCREASE IN HOUSING COST 
Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 28 Mar 83 pp l, 13 
[Article by Olu Adebayo } 


Text] The projected Federal Government expenditure on its housing programme 
has gone up by about 50 percent because of the hostility of some state govern- 


The Minister of State for Housing, Alhaji Ibrahim Bunu told the New Nigeria on 


ae 


Friday in Lagos that instead of assisting the Federal Government, some state 


governments went out of their way to frustrate the programme through blind 
political antagonism. 


Alhaji Bunu said that the Federal Government had envisaged that the programme 
would benefit from existing infrastructural facilities in the states expec- 
ially in the urban areas, but regretted that some state governments preferred 
to give out totally undeveloped areée:. 


"The cost of developing and preparing these barren lands sometimes use up as 
much as 50 per cent of the projected cost of some projects, apart from caus- 
ing unnecessary delays and cost over-runs", he said. 


The Federal Government, he said, had projected to spend 1.2 billion Naira on 
the first and second phases of its housing programme. Out of this, about 
million Naira was expected to go into direct construction of housing units 
while the balance of 450 million Naira would be spent on infrastructures, 
mpensation for land, consultancy services and other administrative costs. 


lhaji Bunu said that the Federal Government had so far spent about 400 mil- 
ion Naira on the project. Ninety per cent of the first phase, he said, had 
been completed while the second phase had already begun. 


or the one ana tnree- 


l ts 
bedroom houses all over the federation while the second phase was expected to 


provide 20,000 units of the tow-bedroom type only. 


[he third phase, he said, would include the construction of 60,000 units of 
various types but the minister disclosed that this phase might experience some 


lelay because of the current austerity measures. 











the scope of the second 


phase was being scaled down to avoid unnecessary 
spending on 


certain infrastructures that were not presently available in 
areas where the houses were being built. 


Accor - haji Bunu, the one-bedroom unit cost 6,000 Naira to build, the 
two-b: (0 Naira while the three-bedroom cost 15,000 Naira. 
o 


The mini ienied the allegation of discrimination in the allocation 
policy of the Federal Government, describing it as both dishonest and mis- 
chievous. 








NIGERIA 


SPECIAL REPORT ON FOOD GAP, STATISTICS PUBLISHED 


Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 28 Mar 83 p II of supplement "NN Special Report 


° 4 rr 
on Agriculture 


[Article by Prof I. J. Singh, Department of Agricultural Economics, University 
of Sokoto: "The Food Gap in Nigeria"] 


Lext | 

THE third National 
Development Plan 
(1975 — 1980) outlines 
that the Nigerian 
Government will make 
considerable efforts 
to increase produc- 
tion of food to meet 
the needs of a grow- 
ing population and in- 
crease production of 
livestock and fish to 
meet the domestic 
needs and create’ a 
surplus for port. 
Historically and par- 
ticularly after the in- 
dependence in 1960, 
the growth rate of 
food supply has lagg- 
ed behind than that of 
country’s population. 
While the population 
growth index increas- 
ed at an annual com- 
pound rate of 5.2 per 
cent between 1960 
and 1974, that of food 
production registered 





a growth rate of only 
2.5° per cent during 
the same period 
And after the oil boom 
in the mid 1970's, the 
agricultural growth 
rate in Nigeria has 
been close to zero up 
to 1980. 


As a result of the increasing 
population and very poor 
agricultural growth, Nigeria's 
food imports have been soar- 
ing year after year and by the 
year 1985, food imports are ex- 
pected to be about 42. billion 
(table A). Because of the 
highly skewed income 
distmbution in Nigeria, the im- 
ported foodstuffs are purchas- 
ed and consumed by the 
fugher income groups. In 1981 
alone, Nigeria imported more 
than 500,000 tons ot mce at an 
exorbitant price ot US. 2.000 
dollars per ton against the 
world market price of only 
U.S. 500 dollars per ton. 19 

Thus, inspite of threefold in- 
crease in domestic produc 
tion, today Nigeria imports 
more than %680 million worth 
of mee. The enormous in 
crease in rice umports has 
been due to the fact that as 
Nigerians become richer. they 
consume more mce_ Intact. 


rice has now become Nigeria's 
prestigious food and the 
fashionabie ‘chop’ tor the 
neo-rich well to do city 
dwellers. This has discourag- 
ed production of less elegant, 
cheaper home grown crops 
such as yam. gar! and maize 
which are at par with rice in 
terms of calomes and car- 
bohydrates and contain more 
calcium and iron. These local- 
ly produced foodstuffs. 
however, continue to be the 
staple diet of low income 
groups particularly the (arm- 
ing community. The prices ot 
these foodstulfs are on the in 
crease due to their decreused 
production. Increasing de 
mand as a result of population 
pressure and inadequate 
marketing and distribution 
svstem 
The rapid increase 

population has not only in 
creased the demand for 
foodstuffs but has also jed to 
the gradual decline ot the 
land/man ratio. particular!s 


after the independence i) 1960) 

Table B. shows that. the 
land, man ratio declined trom 
| 8 hectares per capita 1 196) 


fo 148 hectares in 1970 and js 
estimated to turther drop 


Qo2 hectares Dv the end of the 


eentury The implcatior | 
the declining land ma aT 
IS that increased tood oroduc 
Mon Can onli pe 
(nrough inpul intensitica 








in the torm ot the use ot im 
proved seeds, increased use of 
fertilizers, irrigation water 
and plant protection 
ineasures. In other words. 1 
the country wishes to altaim 
self-sufficiency in food pro 
duction, the traditional farm 
ing methods are to be improv- 
ed. Earlier it is done, sooner 
we small attain food self- 
sufficrency 

For example, daily require. 
ment for a male adult 1s 3,000 
calories and 50 grams of pro- 
tein. Thus, to produce the 
recommended quantities of 
food in Nigema, the per capita 
land requirement is 0.53 hec- 
tares of cultivable land (table 
C) However, estimated land 
per capita in 1982 is 0.82 hec- 
lares (table B). This shows 
thal at present, there is no 
shortage ot land to produce 


halaneed food and to attain 
self-sufficiency in food pro- 
duction. Infact, there may not 
he a Shortage of cullivable 
land in the country till the end 
of this century (table B) to at- 
luin the national goal of self- 
sufficiency in the balanced 
food production. What is need- 


ed is more attention and ef- . 


forts to the apriculture = in- 
dustry through appropriate 
and timely input supplies and 
determination to produce 


more. The Green Revolution 
programme is perhaps the 
most comprehensive and 
serious attempt by the 
Federal Government to make 
Nigeria self-sufficient in food 
production. 

Table WD shows thal meal 
and fish imports alone are ex- 
pected to be 4538 million in 
Nigeria by the year 1985 as 
against 4150 million in 1979. 

Such a colossal drain of the 
valuable foreign exchange for 
the import of meat and fish 
alone is avoidable in three 
ways. Firstly, Nigeria's vast 
fresh ‘and inland water 
resources could be utilized for 
fish breeding and proauction 
Secondly, the centuries old ex- 
pertise of the ‘‘Fulanis’’ in the 
northern Nigeria could be us- 
ed to increase milk and meat 
production. And thirdly, suc- 
cessful substitutes for meat 
from soyabeans could be used 
Cheaper substitutes are used 
as meat extenders in dishes 
using chopped meat. The most 
expensive derivatives of saya- 
heans are converted into beet- 
ke preparalions. These are 
yood substitutes thal have 
much More protein (45 per 
cent — 70 per cent) ‘han 
natural meats (8 per cent — 18: 
per cent), are equally tasty 
and accepiable. and are equal 


Table A: Food Importation in 


Year 
1962 


Value in (% million) 


46.986 
43 BOR 
41.240 
46.076 


702.013 
1, 10% .662 
1.105.901 

n.a,. 


Note that food include cereals, meat. dairy products, fish et 


Source 


Character of Nigerian agriculture by O..Awovem: 


Federal Dicéctor of Agriculture. Published in BULLION Voi 6 


No. 4 


\ Central Bank Publication 


“SN 


Or 


Inprice. These substitutes will 
reduce the domestic demand 
tor the prestigious imported 
meat and fish. If the meat” 
substitutes are available then 
the normal market forces will 
result in reducing the con-, 
sumer’s price thus increasing 
the purchasing power of his 
money besides saving the 
foreign exchange | 
The oil boom of the mid 
i970's in Nigema has now 
reduced its once flourishing 
agriculture to atrophy The set 
back to the Nigerian 
agriculture has been mainly 
due to the 1966-70 civil war. 
falling international prices of 
export crops and migration ot 
farm population to the cities 
and newly oil rch areas. In 
addition, the rapidly growing 
population of Nigeria is mak- 
dng her agnmeulture steadily 
unstable and demanding 
Data surveved by this pa per 
reveal that at a modest growth 
rate of 3 per cent annum. the 
estimated population of 
Nigeria in the vear 1982 was 
about 98 million which is ex- 
pected to be about 166 million 
Dv the year 2000. The pro- 
filability.§ of ayriculture is 
highly vulnerable due to low 
crop yields. low level of fer- 
tilizer use and low product 
prices. Sorghum. millet and 








TABLE B 
LAND/MIAN RATIOUN 
NIGERIA, 

Year Pet capital land (ha 

lYbl =| Gb 
LYO 61 48 
1982 0 R 
1990) 0 67 
nM 0 52 
The calculations in table C 


ire based on the recommen- 


dations. {i 


r a 


balanced diel 





cowpea IS a cominon crop 
mixture in the rainfed areas of 
Nigeria. The per hectare net 
income from these three crops 
were 813.76. 198.50. and 28.09 
respectively making a total 


“net income of 8240.35 per hec- 


fare from the crop mixture 
The estimated annual family 
living expenses for a lamily ot 
5 adult members were 41.800 
al the 19%2 price level. Thus on 
the basis of a total net income 
Of 8240.5 per hectare from a 
crop mixture. a farm size of 
7.5 hectares will just meet the 
annual family living expenses 

As a result of the increasiny 
population and the titherto 
poor agricultural growth, 
Nigeria's food imports are ex 
pected to be about #2 billion a 
year The imported food tfems 
inainly benefit ihe peamrich 
well to do city dwellers who 
have high propensity to con 
sume rice — the prestigious 
food and fashionable “chop” 


Of Nigerians. The food imports 


and particularly the imports 
of rice have discouraged pro 
duction of less elegant 
cheaper home grown Creps 
such as yam. gar and maize 
which are al par with rice i 
terms of calomes and cut 
hohvdrates and contain more 
calcium and iron 

The estimated per cupita 
land in 1982 was 0.4% hectare 
which will be reduced to 052 
hectare by the end of the cen 
tury. The present availabilits 
of cultivable land }s sufficient 
to produce balanced food and 
altain self-sufficiency in [ood 
production. Nigeria's soaring 
food imports could be 
minimized by exploiting tresh 
and inland water resources for 
fish breeding and production. 
increasing domestic mi!k and 
meat production with the help 
of the age old expertise of the 
“Fulanis’’ and by producing 
cheaper substitutes of meal 
from sovabea 





RECOMMENDED DIET (a), CROP VIELDS (hb) AND 


TABLE © 


ESTIMATED LAND REQUIREMENTS: [9s2. 


























Koad panera \nnual sO Land 
per head | require Averaye i 
per day mien yield ola 
(hy) (kg/ha) hen) ; 
Cereals 475 173.375 Hit) 05 2019 
Pulses 65 = 23.725 243.49 N74 
Lkowts and 
hubers 100 36.5 B.952.45 0.0040 
Fruits 1 10.95, 9.340.000 a) 0.0012 
Mil 10 BS 6.000. 00Ca 1). 0609 
ity SEs 4) 14.6 5.094 000 0) (R28Y 
Fals and oils 44) 14.6 $58 OOba) (0519 
Vie al S} 
and egys (4) 219 IF (WG 0 O98 
Totai land 
requiremeni ) 5244 








TABLE D 


NIGERIA'S MEAT AND FISH LMPORTs: 19%2 


item 
Beef 
Small stock 
Other meat 
Fish 
Total 


sources: (1) New African (August, 
(2) West Vfrica (November x. 19x? 
"Value estimated at the market 


(QWuantily (000 tons) 


Eze 


December, 1982 in Sokoto city (Nigeria) 


53 
J 4 





1982, No. 179) P. 4s. 
, NO. (HOS) P. 2910. 
price prevailing in the month of 


Value (4% million) * 


Does 
~~) 


oO 
” 
200 
a8 














CRACKDOWN SAID MAKING SMUGGLERS, TRAFFICKERS DESPERATE 


Kano SUNDAY 
(Article by 


(Text ] 


Eric Meya and Emman Arukwe: 


TRIUMPH in English 17 Apr 83 p 1] 


rt - ° - ’ 
Smugglers Now Hell Bent To Kill") 


DIE-HARD smugglers and currency traffickers 
operating at Kano International Airport have turned 
desperadoes, now heil bent to eliminate anybody who 


stands on their way. 


A reilabie source said that they were driven to this 
point by the tougher stance assumed by men of the 
Customs and Excise in recent times. 


Already a few attempts 
have been made on the life 
of a senior customs officer 
for what these desperadoes 
see as his “uncompromising 
attitude’’ towards them, 
our source said. 

The officer, who is said 
to be on a “special assign- 
ment” from Lagos and “ts 
responsibie only tp the au- 
thonties in Lagos, has been 
said to be making things 
difficult for the smugglers 
since he came to Kano two 
months ago. 


‘ 


We gathered that the. 


smugglers and currency 
traffickers decided to ‘‘deal 
with him” afte’ ae _ had 
turned down their cash 
offers of between 30,000 
and 100.000 “to look 
the other way’’ when they 
are carrying out their illegal 
activities 

Our investigations re- 
vealed that his colleagues 
in the Customs Depart- 
ment, the National Security 
Organisation (NSO) and 
Nigeria Airways Security 
af€ aiSO NOL Nappy with this 


nr 
/ 


Officer because he is depriv- 
ing them of extra cash 
which normally comes from 
the smugglers as tips or 


bribes. 
The source told us that 


contraband worth 3.5 
million and a substantial 
amount of money in Naira 
notes which were being 
smuggied out of the co'n- 
try had been impounded at 
the airport within the last 
two months alone. 

The most recent in the 
list of seizures were bales of 
textile matenals estimated 
at one million Naira. They 
were said to have been 
brought from Saudi Aja- 
bia through Rome in an 
Alitalia flight about three 
weeks ago and were label- 
led as books. 

The sum of 3*10.280 in 
brand new Naira notes 
were also said to have been 
impounded from a passen- 
ger from Saudi Arabia who 
allegedly boasted that he 
could supply 10 million 
worth if the Customs offi- 
aals so desired 


7 











N RITA 
BRIEFS 
KANO AIRPORT RENAMED--The airport in Kano is now to be known as Aminu Kano 


International Airport. The directive was given in Kano today by Fresiden 
Shehu Shagari. The president said that the airport was being dedicated 
late People's Redemption Party leader, Mallam Aminu Kano, in recog- 
nition of his selfless service to the country. [Lagos Domestic Service 


in English 1800 GMT 9 May 83] 


CSO: 3400/1407 











RWANDA 


REFUGEES' PROBLEMS SAID COMPOUNDED BY CATTLE DEATHS 


6 Apr 83 p 7 





Bad grazing in Rwanda’s 
Mahega refugee camp has 
killed some 45,000 cartle 
belonging to 15,000 refu- 
gees who were among those 
who fled Uganda last Octo- 
ber. 

And Chnstian Aid’s pro- 
ject officer for West Africa, 
Sarah Hughes, who has just 
returned- from Rwanda, 
said the herdsmen have had 
to sell most of their remain- 
ing animals to local Rwan- 
dese people to avoid further 
decimation. 

The refugees are cur- 
rently being moved with 
whatever animals remain to 
a former government area 
at Nasho near Rwanda’s 
south-east border with 
Tanzania. 

An esumated 45,000 re- 
fugees, who were evicted 
from their homes in Ugan- 
da, are now taking part ina 
census to determine their 


nationalities. The census is 
organised by Ugandan and 
Rwandese government of- 
ficials and supported by the 
United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refu- 
gees (UNHCR). - 


The Rwandese Goevern- 
ment hopes the process will 
take six months, but a spok- 
esman for Christian Aid’s 
partner, the Protestant 
Council of Rwanda, said 
final identification of refu- 
gee groups would take lon- 
ger. 


Uganda has sull not 
agreed to take back any re- 
fugees. Last year, the coun- 
cil received an emergency 
grant of about 20,000 dol- 
lars from Christan Aid to 
assist the refugees. Ms. 
Hughes said the UNHCR 
had been asked to look for 
possible third countries_to 
admit the refugees.(APS) 








PASA REPORTEDLY BENEFICIAL FOR SOIL CONSERVATION 


London AFRICA NOW in English No 24, 


(Text] ‘‘If matters go on as they are, all this will 
iook like the Sahara Desert in 20 years’ 


Terre 


The speaker 1s an agricultural extension 
fficer based in the village of Sokone in the 
ithern Sine-Saloum region of Senegal. 
rveying the countryside around the 
llage, it 1s easy to believe this gloomy 
recast 
Barely SO vears ago the land was covered 
forest. Half a century's agricultural 
exploitation and ever increasing population 
pressure have transformed it out of all 
recognition. Outside the enclaves of 
classified forest forbidden to agricultural 
use, the land 1s intensively cultivated, the 
traditional fallow periods having been 
ibandoned to the needs of groundnut and 
millet production 
[The inhabitants are not careless 
cultivators: conscious of the needs of the 
il, they have tried to maintain a balance 
nbetween cropping and fallow and have left 
across the countryside to 
protect the soil. But the bleached landscape 
the clouds of dust raised by the 
wind testify to the fragility of the 
real dangers of soil 
ertification if solutions 
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‘xperimental horticultural schemes aim to 
ncrease production without further cost to 

Ol The latest initiative to be 
troduced the Project Anacardier 


enevalo-allemand (PASA), now entering its 
7 ! operation / 
[The project | ointly funded by the 
German Governments 
programme of 
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hectares are to be planted at a cost of 
CFA730m, with further phases planned to 
last a total of at least 12 years 

The cashew is a remarkable tree 
growing and drougni-resistant, capaodie Oo 
surviving fire once it is established, 
distasteful to livestock and requiring little 
upkeep, it is ideally suited to the sandy soils 
of the region. As such, it has long been 
appreciated as a means of soi! protection, 
the fact that it remains green throughout 
the year providing the additional bonus of 
providing shade for livestock and humans 
alike. 

The novelty of the PASA programme 1s 
that for the first time it envisages the 
Systematic explonation of the tree for its 
nuts, the long-term aim being a partial 
substitution of cashews for groundnuts a 
the region’s maior cash crop. 

At current prices, the economics certainly 
look encouraging. A_ hectare of 
planted to groundnuts and yielding a tonne 
of grain is now worth CFA60,000 to the 
producer. A three-tier pricing system 1s in 
force for cashews, with CFASO/kg being 
Offered at the field, CFA/kg at collection 
points scattered across the countryside and 
CFA70/kg on delivery to PASA at Sokone 
Yields are extremely variable according 
soil, rainfall and planting densities, ranging 
trom |Okg per tree for sickiy, immature or 
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badly spaced trees to over | ,O00Okg in idea 
conditions (PASA’S prize tree produced 
nearly | ,400kg last vear) 

At the recommended planting dens 
8O trees per hectare and a realistic average 
vield of 20kg, even the field pr 
CFASO/kg offers a producer return of 


CFA80,000/ha, an attactive improvemen 
On groundnuts, given the relativel A 
ladDour inpul required 
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It is not hard to see why. The trees are 
nrovided free, and in the early years tne 
tterfere very little with grounanu 
»9etable cultivation arounc (herr since 
nev start vielding nuls in tne third vear, tne 
peasant (nu n e the prospect 1’ tw 
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is bargaining position in striking a deal tor the HNP in a unified rightwing 
irty, or even an election pact. 
r Treurnicht can now afford to ignore the HNP to an increasing extent, in 
Knowledge that HNP voters are likely to turn increasingly to the CP as 
t majority rightwing party. 
- —o re l Bway 7 ~ . . ~~ . . on : [_a - ~~ } P| ha } 
eacting to the byelections results, the prime minister conceded tnat tne 
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Lement nls pianned constitutional rerorms. 


t r Botha will face the real test in the select committee of Parliament 
1 is to review the highly contentious Constitution Bill. which is meeting 
| » » | 
metina mametedtawn frase a } 1.¢£ so 
ounting opposition from both left and right. 
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re the byelection results could have a braking effect o 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BYELECTIONS CONSOLIDATE STATUS QUO 
MB121622 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 11 May 83 p 6 


Editorial: "Another Vote for the Status Quo"’] 


, 7 y ° ° ° 1 ° * ° 
Text] While appearing to signal a clear move to the right, the byelections 
now thankfully over, consolidate the status quo. The options offered little 
else. At least we may be spared a series of byelections triggered by the 
servatives--though we are to be plunged into a referendum. 
Meanwhile, what the damaging rhetoric in the Berge has done is to deepen the 


Afrikaner split and to breach the laager so that the Conservative elements 

ould break free. It is becoming respectable not to vote National Party 

NP]. We can expect the Conservative Party [CP] to gain ground rapidly on the 
stigte Nasionale Party [HNP] and take over a number of rural and blue 

lar seats in future. Rural voters, with 'loaded" votes, stand where they 
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[EF BUTHELEZI ISSUES WARNING ON DROUGHT, REFORM 


4131900 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1829 GMT 13 May %3 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


COLOREDS FORM COALTTION AGAINST REFORM PROPOSALS 
MB111118 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1214 GMT 10 May 83 


[Text] Cape Town, 10 May, SAPA--One of the largest coalitions of forces ever 
assembled in the coloure . commmity will meet in Cape Town this week to plan 
a joint campaign against the government's constitutional proposals. 


More than 50 organisations, among them major churches, trade unions and civic 
bodies, have given their support to the campaign. 


They include the 20 community organisations affiliated to the Cape Area's 
Housing Action Committee (CAHAC), the Food and Canning Workers Union, at least 
four more major unions and the NG Sendingkerk [Dutch Reformed Mission Church], 
the largesc church in the coloured commmity. 


‘The president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, Dr Alan Boesak, and 
other prominent religious leaders, have given their support ta the campaign, 
but are not expected to attend this week's meeting. 


A coordinating committee is to be established at the meeting which will 
liaise with similar bodies already formed in the Transvaal and Eastern Cape. 


The committee will also campaign against the government's proposed measures 
on urban blacks. 


The basis for rejection of the constitutional proposals is that they would 
lead to "the separation and division of the oppressed and wer: forced upon 
the people without regard for the demands of the majority." 


The committee is also expected to adopt a resolution branding the constitution- 
al proposals as an entrenchment of racial discrimination and economic exploi- 


tation. 


CSO: 3400/1427 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BOARD TO CLEAR CAPE SQUATTER CAMP AREA 
MB111758 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1403 GMT 11 May 83 


[Text] Cape Town, 11 May (SAPA)--Squatters at the KTC camp in Cape Town 
were today issued with notices warning them that Administration Board 
officials have been directed to clear the KTC area. 


Board officials surrounded the squatters and issued individuals with 
notices detailing the laws under which action was being taken against them. 
The squatters were informed that by remaining on the site they were 
contravening various acts, namely: 


Section 1(a) of the Prevention of Illegal Squatting Act in that they were 
on the property without permission of the owner. 


Regulation 47 (1) Chapter 2 of Government Notice Number 1036 in that they 
were not allowed to erect a structure without permission. 


The notices warned that in the event of any person obstructing or hindering 
an officer in the exercise of his duty they would be contzavening: 


Section 43 (ter) of Act 25 of 1945 or Regulation 28 of Chapter 2 of Govern- 
ment Notice R1036 or section 7 of the Prevention of Illegal Squatting Act. 


The squatters were required to give their names and reference book numbers 
before accepting the notices. Notice given to the people whose possessions 
were consifscated informed them that their belongings had been taken in 
terms of Section 3 B (2) of the Prevention of Illegal Squatting Act. 


Administration Board vehicles moved their position on the site today to 
within metres of the squatters who had their possessions confiscated. 
Armoured personnel carriers were driven up and down the dunes surrounding 
the camp while the squatters huddled in small groups on the sandy wasteland. 


The site was visited today by a doctor and two nurses. 


CSO: 3400/1402 

















SOUTH AFRICA 


BRIEFS 


IMMIGRANTS SHOULD HELP DETEND COUNTRY--The chief of the SADF, General 
Constand Viljoen, says that immigrants are entitled to all the benefits 

that South Africa has to offer, but they a:so have a responsibility to 

help defend the country. Addressing a mass citizenship ceremony of the 
European Immigration Society at Belleville, General Viljoen said that if 
immigrants did not help to defend South Africa the same could happen as 

had happened in 29 countries since the Second World War which had been 
infiltrated by the communists, forced to capitulate, and been taken over. 
General Viljoen pointed out that 32,800 immigrants had come to South Africa 
in 1981. [Text] [MB101105 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 0500 GMT 


10 May 83] 
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SWAZILAND 


PRIME MINISTER THANKS ENVOYS FOR 'SILENCE, CONTROL' 


MB101423 Mbabane THE TIMES OF SWAZILAND in English 10 May 83 pp 1, 16 


[Article by Mashumi Twala] 


[Excerpts] The prime minister, Prince Bhekimpi, has thanked diplomatic 
missions resident in Swaziland for maintaining silence and control during 
the recent events marking the change in government. 


"You demonstrated the very good relationship existing between our countries 
and your organisations by keeping to yourselves and carrying out your job 
without any disturbance," he said yesterday. 


Prince Bhekimpi was addressing heads of the diplomat missions when they 
paid him a courtesy call at his office. 


He said: "You all proved to us the good diplomacy that is in you all. 
We know that in other places diplomats tend to get involved when there 


seems to be internal grumblings." 


Prince Bhekimpi told the ambassadors: "I wish to assure you here and now 

that this government has no desire whatsoever to deviate from the policies 
set down by our late king. "We shall continue to observe good neighbourli- 
ness, non-interference in internal affairs and to uplift the commitment of 


economi: prosperity." 


He said: "We hope and are confident that in future you will always be 
available for assistance. 


"I would like to extend our sincerest gratitude and thanks for all the help 
that your countries have given to us through you. 


"In terms of our traditional customs, you are now all Swazis like us. 
As such you are all aware of our problems and achievements in the same way 


that we are. 


"It is, therefore, up to you to now inform your various governments and 
headquarters of the problems we have in order for them to come with whatever 


help they think is necessary. 


CSO: 3400/1401 
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SWAZILAND 


MABUZA SCORED FOR WANTING ‘KANGAROO SWAZI REPUBLIC' 
MB131318 Mbabane THE TIMES OF SWAZILAND in English 13 May 83 


[Text] Kangwane border adjustments spokesman David Lukhele yesterday de- 
livered a scathing attack against Bartustan leader Enos Mabuza's "political 


frolics and double standards." 


Mr Lukhele accused Mabuza of “nursing dreams of leading a kangaroo Swazi 
republic in KaNgwane as president." 


Mr Lukhele said Mabuza has asked Pretoria to promote him from his current 
title of chief executive counsellor to chief minister which is "staged two 
towards seeking Transkei style independence." 


Mr Lukhele was reacting to a series of speeches made by Mabuza in KaNgwane 
and Johannesburg last week. 


"Mabuza is misleading the black audiences in South Africa. He is referring 
to himself as a liberation leader while he is getting a fat cheque from 
Pretoria and begging Piet Koornhof to promote him to even higher status 
within the apartheid system. How can anybody even talk of liberation and at 
the same time work for apartheid. This is sheer prostitution," he said. 


"Mr Mabuza's recent speeches have been misleading and malicious to genuine 
political leaders who have the interest of Swazis at heart. In a recent 
speech he condemned Swazi leaders as being pipe dreamers and that we were 
satisfied with ethnic parliaments. 


"It is amusing that this should come from a Bantustan leader paid in 
Pretoria," Mr Lukhele said. 


"Why does he participate in an ethnic assembly or so-called KaNgwane parlia- 
ment if his conscience and political convictions revolt against the system 
w. thin which he is working and promoting? 


"Mr Mabuza said Bantustans are not economically viable, and at the same time 
he is promoting them. He regards himself as having overgrown his present job 
and that he passed with flying colours in the very system he is telling people 
against. [sentence as published], 
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"If history will treat anybody harshly, Mabuza will be the first in line. 
Who does he think he is fooling? He is one of the politicians who think 

the public is blind and should be pulled by the neck. Well, I am not one 

of those politicians, and I warn Mr Mabuza that the public can see when they 
are being led towards a precipice," he said. 


"Mabuza claims to have a following of 135,000 registered members. This is 
grossly misleading. There is no form of registration for Inyandaza that I 
know of. I happen to know that he has a following of 300 reluctant civil 
servants who have jobs to keep," he charged. 


"In one of his speeches last week, Mr Mabuza condemned THE TIMES OF SWAZILAND 
of being biased on the KaNgwane and Ngwavuma land issue. But I happen to 
know who is biased. Anybody who reads newspapers knows very well that the 
RAND DAILY MAIL, the KANGWANE TIMES, and the ILLANGA LASENATAL have been 
extremely biased on this issue." 


Whenever the genuine Swazi leaders in South Africa issue press statements 
they play the news down. 


"The KANGWANE TIMES and ILANGA went out fo their way to offer prizes for 
people who wrote to them criticising the land negotiations issue. Mr Mabuza 
is criticising other people for being undemocratic while at the same time he 
is avoiding elections in KaNgwane. 


"He knows very well that he cannot survive any genuine elections in KaNgwane 
and that there would be a serious split in his own movement. 


"Mabuza is saying that Swazis will use South African citizenship when the 
borders are readjusted. One is prompted to ask--What citizenship. No Swazi 
is allowed to leave KaNgwane to the so-called white areas in South Africa 
without going through influx control to get permission. 


Is this not the same as carrying passports ot even roses? They cannot even 
to the nearest town, Baberton, without going through influx control. 


"Even when they do get this permission they are allowed to stay there for 72 


hours only at a given time. If they stand there longer than that they are 
arrested and criminally prosecuted." 


CSO: 3400/1443 
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TANZANIA 


TPDF 'LOYAL' TO NYERERE DESPITE OFFICERS’ DISCONTENT 


London AFRICA NOW in English No 24, Apr 83 pp 26, 27 


[Text ] 


The anti-Amin war and its 
aftermath as well as the 
economic set-backs affected 
both officers and other ranks 
— but it was the army which 
scotched a coup attempt 


When President Julius Nyerere ordered 
the disbandment of the Tanzanian army 
and the formation of the Tanzanian 
Peoples Defence Forces following an army 
mutiny in 1964, little did he realise he was 
making a move that would save his 

litical neck 19 years later. It was army 
oyalty that resulted in the uncovering of 
a coup plot early this year. 

The ds of the 1964 mutiny were 
for the removal of British officers and 
better pay and conditions for Tanzanian 
soldiers. Although the mutiny was put 


down (by British troops) and the army 


disbanded, all of the mutineers’ demands 
were soon met. In relative terms, 
soldiering for the Tanzania People’s 
Defence Forces (TPDF) soon became one 
of the best jobs to be had. The pay was 
good and the fringe benefits, education, 
housing, availability of consumer goods 
etc., were better than anywhere else. 

The TPDF often got the pick of 
university graduates and embarked on a 
unique and successful programme of 
training its officers in both Western and 
Eastern countries. 

Defence received a far higher cut of the 
national fiscal pie than is generally 
admitted. Published defence 
figures were misleading because 
generally did not include monies for 
capital expenditure which, in the case of 
the military’s need for tanks, aircraft and 
weapons systems, was rather large. 

At the same time, the TPDF was being 
moulded into a loyal political arm of the 
ruling party. The result was that by the 
early 1970's, as a plague of military coups 
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was sweeping Africa, Nyerere could tell an 
interviewer that he did not think that a 
military coup im Tanzauia would 
necessarily rhs bad pron — the 
TPDF was in the vanguard of Tanzanian 
socialism 


As would be expected, the 1979/80 war 
against Idi Amin was a watershed for the 
TPDF. During it, the ranks of the TPDF 
were swelled by more than 30,000 militia 
members who were called to active duty. 
These part-time soldiers made up more 
than half of the 45,000 Tanzanian troops 
who were in Uganda at the height of the 
war and they performed magnificently. 
Many, especialy those who had come 
from villages, expected to stay in the army 
once the war was over. They were 
shocked, disillusioned and disgruntled 
when, upon return from Uganda, their 
uniforms were taken away and they were, 
often unceremoniously, told to go back to 
their villages. 

Some months later, then Defence 
Minister Rashidi Kawawa, made a public 
promise that the government would 
employ all those militia members who had 
served in the war. Made at a time when 
the Tanzanian Government was under 
severe pressure to cut back on runaway 
public employment, it was a promise that 
had no possibility of ever being kept. 
Although it was intended to placate the 
disgruntled war veterans, in fact it drove 
them into the ranks of those with 
grievances against the government. 

The Uganda war also had a strong 
impact on discipline and morality in the 
ranks of the TPDF. Occupying soldiers in 
any war abuse their positions and 
Tanzanian troops in Uganda were no 
exception. TPDF psychologists thought 
there would be two years of disciplinary 
and psychological problems among 
soldiers following the war. Their estimat. 
fell short. 

The TPDF was not spared the corruption 
which swept Tanzanian society in the 

















years of economic hardship following the 
Uganda war. It also caused schisms and 
discontent in the upper echelons of 
Tanzania’s armed forces. Even before the 
war there were two types of TPDF officers: 
the older men who served in the British 
colonial army during the Second World 
War and the yo , college-educated 
men who entered army after 
independence. 

The r-oid expansion of the TPDF during 
the war necessitated the creation of new 
units and the promotion of officers to 
lead them. Relatively young men became 
lieutenant-colonels, colonels and 
brigadiers long before they would have 
done under normal circumstances. The 
upward movement of young men of the 
**new breed’’ went right up to the position 
of Chief-of-Staff in the months just after 
the war. 

The rapid wartime promotions, 
however, have meant that post-war 
prospects for upward mobility in the 
officer corps are very bleak indeed. With 
generals in their low 40s, the chances for a 
lieutenant-colonel in his 30s moving up 
for the next 15 years are almost nil. 

Another post-war factor which could 
cause discontent in the TPDF is related to 
the general economic disaster which has 
befallen Tanzania. Under pressure from 
international financial institutions and bi- 
lateral aid donors, the government has, 
for the first time, recently announced its 
intention to cut back on defence 
spending. As African history shows, if 
this is implemented, it can be an 
extremely dangerous move. 

But, despite these reasons for discontent 
in the Tanzanian armed forces, the 
dominant feature of the TPDF has been, 
up to this day, loyalty to Nyerere. 
Although out of the 28 people accused of 
conspiracy to overthrow the government 
and currently awaiting trial, 19 are army 
Officers, it is significant that it was also: 
soldiers who foiled the plot @ 
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TOGO 


BRIEFS 


JAPANESE FINANCIAL AID--The Japanese Government gave the Togolese Government 
a sum of 375 million CFA francs for developing and equipping medical 
services at a ceremony which took place this morning to exchange notes in 
this connection. To mark this occasion, this afternoon Japan turned over 
some vehicles and machines to the Togolese Government. [AB110626 Lome 
Domestic Service in French 1900 GMT 10 May 83] 


CSO: 3419/871 
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UGANDA 


JOURNALIST REPORTS FROM REBEL-CONTROLLED AREA 


Bonn DIE WELT in German 22 Apr 83 p 5 


[Article by Hans Germani: "The Rebellion Against Obote's Murderous 
Soldiers"] 


[Text] In Uganda, a "National Resistance Army” 
[NRA] is fighting against the regime of Milton 
Obote. To the northwest and northeast of Kampala, 
the capital city, the resistance movement controls 
an area of about 14,000 km. Bant refugees to this 
area, members of the Baganda tribe, accuse the 
government troops, Nilotic by race, of wanting to 
start a genocidal war. Our correspondent, as the 
first foreign journalist, visited the region in 
rebellion. 


Even the capital city of Kampala, where mainly members of the Baganda 

tribe live, is full of members of the resistance movement. I notice 

that right away, after being picked up at Entebbe Airport and, stowed 

away in a trailer, brought by a member of the movement to the house of 

a Catholic priest. In Nairobi, the capital of Kenya, I had met repre- 
sentatives of the political division of the "National Resistance Movement” 
(NRM). At that time, in February of this year, the trip to the strongholds 
of Obote’s enemies was arranged. 


Now I am concealed by a priest in Kampala, who like most Catholics here, 
sympathizes with the rebels. For the church is being pursecuted and 
priests have been murdered. In the afternoon, I am picked up by a 

young man, a medical technician, as it turns out, who handles the medical 
supplies from the capital city for the "liberated" areas. The car passes 
through the suburbs. On the way, I see how an army patrol plunders a 
market and snatches baskets and bundles of matokos--cooking bananas, a 
popular food item in Uganda--away from scolding women. 


Somewhere in the suburbs, we leave the car. My black driver assigns me 

my seat--a bicycle baggage rack padded with a blanket. He does the pedaling 
himself, saying that he can probably get over impassable jungle paths 
better. After all, he is 30 years younger. I do not argue with him. 
Holding on to my bicycle tightly, with my feet on the screws of the rear 
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wheels, for the first few kilometers we go through a populated farm area. 
Again it becomes clear that the resistance has its helpers here too. At 
every large intersection stand a couple of young Bagandas, who inform 

my guide where the patrols of the government troops are located. 


The farther we come, the fewer people live in the previously thickly 
populated areas. The houses have been abandoned. "The people have fled 

to us to save themselves from the acts of murder by the government troops," 
says John, my escort. 


As the tropical rain begins, he looks for a house lived in by two old 
women who prefer danger to flight. After a few hours sleep, we continue. 
Suddenly, the scene changes: In the larger streets, there are NRA patrols 
with captured Kalashnikovs. The farmhouses are suddenly all occupied 

and there are crowds of people in the streets. 


We change vehicles at the village of Busebwa, an advanced command post 

of the resistance. After half an hour, a car picks me up and travels 
through ravaged villages. But a number of peopl? still live in the 

shells of the houses. My driver tells me that the villages were burned 
down by government troops. The people, he says, are in part long-time 
inhabitants, in part retugees from the parts of the Baganda land controlled 
by Obote and his soldiers. 


At last, we reach the NRA headquarters. It is an entire camp of straw 
huts, erected in the shelter of large trees to make detect/on from the 
air more difficult. One of these huts is intended for me and a make- 
shift straw bed has been prepared instead of the usual sleeping mats. 
Behind a wind screen, a huge vat invites one to bathe. It is also used 
by all of my neighbors, officers and soldiers of the resistance. 


The commander of the resistance army and deputy chairman of the movement, 
Yoweri Museweni, a Bantu from the western part of the country, greets 

me with a smile: "I am happy that at last a Western journalist has 
found his way here. Now you can see how our country, with the help of 
murderous soldiers, is being governed by corrupt people and a clique 

of murders. Farmers, small business people and university graduates are 
fleeing to us from all over. But fortunately, we also have the richest 
agricultural area of the country." 


Museweni commands the resistance army; the political head of the NRM is 
Prof Yussuf Lule, the country's first president after the fall of the 
dictator Idi Amin. Lule is a university teacher from the Banganda tribe, 
the largest tribe in Uganda. The Bantus, of whom the Baganda are a 

part, comprise nearly 10 million inhabitants, the Nilotes somewhat over 

2 million. After a short reign, Lule was replaced in 1979 by Binaisa, 
also a Baganda, and he, in turn, was overthrown in May 1980 by a military 
coup, with which the Nilotes grabbed control for themselves. 
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Following the 1980 elections, whose correctness was doubted abroad and 
in Uganda itself, the party of former President Milton Obote received 
the majority. Obote, whom Amin had overthrown in 1971, make a political 
comeback. In February 1981, the Bantu rebellion had already begun. 


On a map, Museweni shows me the boundaries of the area that has since 
been taken by his troops. The area extends along both sides of Obote's 
main supply highway to his loyal Nilotic tribes, the Langi and the Acholi 
in northern Uganda. This supply has been cut. Shortly before my arrival, 
the rebels destroyed a military convoy on this highway. 


Open are the highways from Xampala to the southwest and to Kenya, as 
well is the highway to nearby Entebbe Airport, especially important for 
the government. 


"I can show you part of our territory," said the 38-year-old Museweni. 
Getting behind the wheel of an open Landrover, he takes me and a few 
soldiers along and starts out. Museweni is recognized in the crowded 
villages and towns that we pass through. Guards are posted at all village 
entrances. Only some of them have firearms; most carry spears and sticks. 
"I have thousands of armed men, says Museweni. "But if I had more light 
weapons, then I could aiso fully arm the village militia, who have all 
received military training, and I could send tens of thousands to Kampala, 
where they would wipe out Obote'’s troops and Obote himself.” 


We drive deep into the district of Mubende, about 200 km northwest of 
Kampala. For the crowd honoring Museweni, I, as a white man, am somewhat 
of a surprise. Even in Amin's time, hardly any whites were seen here. 
There was a Canadian missionary here, but he has left. 


Many of the people here are refugees. A woman district judge tells me 
why: "Among us, Obote'’s soldiers have murdered, plundered and raped. 

I fled because I, as a judge, cannot work under a government that 
disregards every human right.” One hears the same thing everywhere: 
Women and girls were raped by government soldiers, people were killed 
without reason, farmers had their property stolen and no one felt safe 
any longer. Obote's soldiers are simply the "enemy" here. "What I 
would like to do with Obote and his soldiers? Kill, kill, kill," cr s 
a refugee, "the same way that they murdered my brothers and sisters aud 
our people." 


The next day: This time, we travel in a white Mercedes. The “liberated 
territory” begins about 10 km north of the capital, goes west about 100 
km deep into the Mubende District, then north 160 km to the Kufu River 
and in the east it forms a wide strip to the east of the Kampala-Gula 
highway. In some towns where the NRA maintains command posts, we see 
captured government trucks and large gasoline tank trucks. 


Everytaing was ravaged in the Nakaseke Hospital, one of 22 hospitals 
in Uganda with more then 100 beds. High-priced X-ray equipment and the 
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operating room facilities were completely demolished. An orderly tells 

what happened: "Obote's troops broke in here and beat us and demolished 
everything. Doctors, nurses and patients fled. I returned after Museweni's 
troops drove away the government soldiers.” 


Every village in the “liberated territory” has a political and social 
structure: village council and mayor, district judge, small mission 
hospitals and emergency ciinics, schools. In one of these schools, I 
encounter a former staff sergeant of the British East African Engineers 
Corps, who teaches English history. 


His opinion of the situation in Uganda: "After the massacres carried 

out by Obote’s Nilotic troops, in which the number of dead is very 

high, it is clear to me that Obote'’s goal is genocide, genocide against 
the Baganda tribe, which, along with the other Bantus, has always opposed 
rule by his minority of Nilotes." 


Three days later in another village: Two businessmen from Kampala, 

one of them a former candidate of a federalist, conservative party, 
describe their fate: On 23 August 1982, their bu iness was ravaged, 
their house was stormed by soldiers and their families were taken into 
custody. To this day, they do not know where they are. They themselves 
were just able to flee. On the way, they were stopped by troops and 
"stripped tc their underwear.” Obote is even worse than Amin they say. 
Amin, they assert, systematically had members of the upper class killed, 
people who could become his enemies. Opbote, with the help of hig troops, 
is carrying out unbridled mass murder to stay in power. 


Two captured government soldiers, 22 years old, not Nilotes but Bantus 
from western Uganda, do not deny such accusations: "We were forced into 
the army; we were told that we needed to undertake operations against 
robbers. The Nilotes in the army get the new uniforms and we get the 
wornout ones. When we complained about the inadequate food, the officers 
said to us ‘We have given you rifles, go get your food." We saw that 

the army murdered harmless Baganda civilians and that is why we gave 
ourselves up in the next battle." 


In a field hospital, Dr Ronald Batta, head physician at Nakaseke, showed 
me a farmer who was returning from the fields with food and was suddenly 
and without reason shot in the leg by Obote's soldiers. "The tibia was 
shattered. He crawled for days on his elbows; look at the scars. It 
took too long for him to get help and he was brought here with sepsis. 

I had to amputate."” Gunshots in the leg were also reported by a wounded 
secondary school student who, along with his comrades at school, was 
attacked and robbed by government soldiers. 





At another place, I am shown a church, in which the priest before the 

altar and nine believers were reportedly killed. To date, Museweni 

has collected the names and addresses of 700 civilians who were murdered 
by soldiers. It is a fraction of all the victims--probably many thousands. 
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We often hear the noise of battle during our drive through the "liberated 
territory." Museweni explains: "The army advances with artillery support 
and takes missions or towns. Artillery and grenade launchers are operated 
by North Korean soldiers. We surround the government troops and decimate 
them with infantry firearms. Also, we have already killed nine North 
Koreans. One of them was carrying papers naming him ‘Lieutenant Colonel 
— , 


Museweni's troops seem to be well trained and well equipped: There are 
Kalashnikovs, Belgian FM machine guns, Yugoslavian grenade launchers and 
RPG 7 bazookas. All of that, including a recoilless North Korean 
ordinance piece on a Landrover, is booty. Museweni again complains 

that he is not getting any help. He is certain that with adequate 

rifles and ammunition he could arm the village militias and storm Kampala 
as early as tomorrow. Aside from the use of the North Koreans, this is 
the first purely African war not involving East-West questions but internal 
African national interests. 


Also striking is the fact that without exception Museweni's officers 
come from the educated strata: They are university teachers, lawyers, 
certified public accountants and small businessmen. 


A few days later, in conversation in a Western embassy, the diplomats 
are almost thunderstruck to learn that rebel territory begins outside 
the gates of the capital. They seemed to know nothing of its existence. 
After all, there is again security, they 3ay. Indeed, unlike 2 years 
ago, the soldiers spare the diplomats. But Uganda is more than just 
Kampala. 


9746 
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EFFORTS BEING MADE TO REVIVE TOURIST INDUSTRY 


London AFRICA NOW in English No 24, Apr 83 p 73 
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beef and milk. This is estimated to cost 
shs1$m and $2m in local and foreign costs 
respectively. 

During this phase, the government is also 
committed to finding shs7.6m in local 
currency and about $2.8m in foreign costs. 
By 1990, Uganda hopes to have found 
funds for the opening of two new national 
parks at Lake Mburo and Kisoro, both in 
the western part of the country. 

Many Ugandans believe the biggest 
challenge to Obote’s government lies in the 
rehabilitation of the state-owned Uganda 
Tourist Development Corporation which 
operates the 30 hotels and game lodges. 


CSO: 3400/1323 




















UGANDA 


BRIEFS 


SAUDI GIFT OF KORANS--Sixty thousand copies of the Koran, a gift from Saudi 
Arabia to Ugandan Moslems, have arrived at Entebbe Airport, Kadio Uganda 
reported last Friday. A senior Islamic Clergyman, Sheikh Abdurahman Matovu, 
received the books, the first of 300,000 copies donated to Uganda's Moslem 
Supreme Council, and expressed gratitude to Saudi Arabia. Over one million 
of Uganda's 13 million people are Moslems. [Text] [Kaduna SUNDAY NEW 


NIGERIAN in English 27 Mar 83 p 6] 


CSO: 3400/1323 
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ANOMALIES DISCOVERED IN NATIONAL REGISTRATION CARDS 


Effect of Errors 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 5 May 83 p 1 


[Article by Edwin Musaika] 


{Text ] 


MORE than half a miliion people may not 


vote in the forthcoming 
Parliamentary elections 


residential and 


f discrepancies 


uncovered in the issuing of national 
registration cards are not corrected in time. 


Director of Elections 
Mr Tobias Mbewe said in 
Lusaka yesterday the 
irregularities were 
discovered by a computer 
in the elections office. 

These anomalies are: 
national registration card 
number belonging to more: 
than one person and a regi- 
stration card number appear- 
ing several times in more than 
one district indicating that 
some people registered as 
voters more than once. 

Other errors uncovered are: 

@Some national registration 
card numbers were incom- 
plete, in other cases the 
numbers were completely for- 

en either bv the registra- 
officers during the voters’ 
registration exercise; 

@Code numbers for Com- 
monwealth citizens and other 
aliens were given to Zambians 
instead of stroke one for green 

@The "eke at le 

num 
holding national regewetion 
cards in particular areas has 
exceeded the highest number 


Prospective 


Mr Mbewe said an average 
of 10.000 pros ve voters 
were affected these dis- 
crepancies in each district and 
in Mkushi his office had found 


that more than 15,000 were. 


affected. 
**We requested the National 
Registration Department to 


e us the highest registra- 
card number for each 


district since the system of 
voters exercise stopped. 


beyond the records of the na- 
tional registration department 
ee at district or national 
eve v7 

Although the complications 
arising from discrepancies in 
the issuing of ational re- 
gistration cards had been ex- 


by his department 
oe cgge Be were unusual 
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roblems which were on a 
arger scale this year. 
Provisional registers of 
pres A a ee 
and dispa o all provinces 
except Lusaka, Luapula and 
provinces. Those for 
Northern Province would be 
collected today. 


Registers 


All the provinces were re- 
quired to provide their own 
transport to collect the pro- 
visional registers from Mr 
Mbewe’s and the Elec- 
tions Office would meet the 
costs since it had no vehicles. 

The registers would be 
published from May 16 up to 
May 22, for all those who 
registered as voters to check 
their names 

Against the names of those 
affected by the discrepancies 
would be marked stars 
(asterisks) according to 
cate one, two or three of 
the discrepancies. 

Those who hold the same 
national registration card 
numbers with other people 
elsewhere in the country 
would have two stars marked 
against their names. 

who appear to have 
registered more than once 
would have three stars marked 
against theirs. . 














For those who have in- 
complete card numbers, no 
numbers on their cards or 
those with code numbers for 
aliens or those whose card 
numbers cannot be traced 
back to records of the National 
Registration Department up 
to November 10, will have four 


stars marked against their 


names. 
Mr Mbewe appealed to 
those who registered as voters 
to check t names on the 

re tors, 00 that, if 


they were b e 
po 1d quickly tak 
is Game wh tn te 


ment. 

“If these computer queries 
are not corrected or if the 
affected people fail to check 


their names and nothing is 


done we shall have no option 
but to scrap them from the 
final register. 


Thousands 


‘In this case we are talkin 
of hundreds of thousands 
people not voting in the 
coming presidential and 
general elections.’’ 


The National Registration 
Department was insisting that 
they did notice the errors. 


‘But we are going to do 
what the law requires. We 
want to stick to cne-man-one- 
vote, We simply won't include 
the people affected on the final 
register.’’ 

e Elections Office would 
launch an intensified publicity 


campaign about the discrepan- 
cies whch those affected must 
correct 


The campaign would include 
a ty eee on Radio and 
Television Zambia and ad- 
vertising in the national 
Press to publicise the errors so 
that people could check their 
names in provisional registers. 
Asked to explain what would 
happen to those affected by 
the errors since time for final 
re was running out Mr 
said if it was proved 
that owners of national re- 
cards with numbers 
meant for aliens or Com- 
monwealth citizens were 
actuall) aliens these would be 
prosecuted together with those 
who regist them. 


Incomplete 


He said those whose regi- 
stration card numbers were 
incomplete or left out during 
voters registration would be 
required to fill in what he call- 
ed a ‘clean form’’ indicating 
the correct numbers in answer 
to the computer queries. 


“It is only those whose 
national registration card 
numbers are beyond the re- 
cords or the range of numbers 
for each district who will have 
to take up the matter with the 
National Registration Depart- 
ment so that they can be told 
that sorry, your number is in 
excess of the records,’’ Mr 
Mbewe said. 


He wondered how registra- 
tion officers who were in the 
field during the voters regi- 
stration exercise could fail to 
differentiate between green 
cards for Zambians and pink 
and blue: ones for Common- 
wealth citizens and aliens 


respectively. 


Errors Should Be Corrected Immediately 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 5 May 83 pl 


{Editorial ] 


[Text] The present public enthusiasm for the presidential and parlia- — 
mentary general elections later this year should not be dampened or killed 


by bureaucratic mistakes. 


The nation should be utterly scrupulous in the manner the forthcoming elec- 


tions are conducted. 
moment. 


Nothing should be left to chance or left for the last 


The administrative machinery should thus be in top gear so that nobody, in 
or outside Zambia, will have cause to allege that the elections were rigged. 
That is why our main story on this page makes such sad reading and causes 


a lot of anxieties. 


At the close of the general registration of voters last November, the nation 
was informed that there were two million registered voters on the roll. 


But today we learn that at least half a million--a quarter of the total 
registered voters--may not vote in the forthcoming elections unless mistakes 


detected by a computer are rectified soon. 
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In a proud participatory democracy such as Zambia the mere possibility of 
citizens being disenfranchised due to apparent inefficiency cannot be taken 
lightly. The situation is serious and alarming. 


The most vexing aspect about the whole sad affair is that, as a nation, 
Zambia is not able to organise its elections properly. 


In 1975 the local government elections were such a fiasco that President 
Kaunda had to direct the commission for investigations to probe the whole 


episode. 


That commission attributed the failure of the elections to serious mistakes 
by all concerned in the collation, transmission and processing of informa- 


tion on the elections. 


The findings of that commission read very much like our main story today. 
Really what is wrong with the elections machinery in this country? 


In a way the discrepancies detected by the computer were probably inevitable 
given the haste and even confusion which accompanied the registration of 


voters. 


Though it was known that the exercise was due last year, the Department of 
National Registration ran out of films for national registration cards. 
This resulted in a costly delay and unnecessary panic. 


Now the nation is being made to believe that nobody is responsible for the 
present mess. Neither the Elections Office nor the Department of National 


Registration is accepting responsibility. 


Nor is anyone suggesting what should be done. This is the unacceptable 
face of bureaucracy. The nation demands that the elections be conducted 


smoothly. 


The mistakes which have been uncovered should be corrected immediately even 
if that means that the two responsible departments work round the clock. 
Time is money. The elections are vital. 


Elections are a cornerstone of Zambia's democracy. Those who are involved 
in conducting them should be experienced men. 


Bungling and unconcerned civil servants who will not even accept responsi- 
bility for their own mistakes should be gotten rid of. Apathy is UNIP's 


greatest enemy. 


CSO: 3400/1396 
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FLYING DOCTOR SERVICE RESUMES FLIGHTS 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 4 May 83 p 1 


of fuel which comes in Zambia 


CSO: 3400/1396 
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CITIZENS NEAR ANGOLAN BORDER TO BE WARNED AGAINST CROSSING 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 4 May 83 p 5 


[Text] North-Western Province Member of the Central Committee, Mr Fine 
Liboma said a comprehensive programme has been worked out involving security 
and political leaders to educate people living near the border with Angola 


against straying into that country. 


Some of the security and political leaders have already been dispatched to 
the affected areas to carry out the programme. 


"We are working flat out to educate our people against straying into Angola 
and all those concerned including the regional commander of Zambia Army, 
the police and the national leaders in the Party and its Government are 
leaving nothing out to ensure the success of the programme," Mr Liboma said. 


Mr Liboma said recent reports in the NATIONAL MIRROR that about 300 Zambians 
had been killed between January and March by landmines planted by the 


Angolan government have given an opportunity to enemies of Zambia and 
Angola to paint a false picture to the world that there was conflict 


between the two countries. 


He said the report by the newspaper, which was published in April 22, was 
broadcast on Radio South Africa, the Voice of Germany and the BBC and had 
put Mr Liboma in an embarrassing situation as most of the report was fabri- 


cated by the reporter. 


"The reporter did not ask me about the 295 Zambians who had died, so I 
dcn't know how he took the figure as official since it did not come from me 
or any leader at provincial level," Mr Liboma said. 


Government checks at hospitals in Mwinilunga and Zambezi which were 
reported to have received about 70 bodies each produced no results. 


"I would like to state that there is no cause for conflict between the 
Angolan and Zambian governments because it is not true that 300 Zambians 
have been killed by landmines in Angola after straying into that country," 


he said. 
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Mr Liboma said Party and Government leaders in the areas in which the 300 
Zambians were alleged to have died officially reported to him that after 
exhaustive investigations, only four people had died between January and 
March. Three of them had been killed by landmines accidentally, while the 
fourth had died during an attempt to rescue his relative who had been 
abducted by UNITA rebels. 


Mr Liboma said the reporter had only gone to see him on his trip to Lusaka 
and did not, at any time, refer to the 300 deaths. 


"I gave him K16 for his transport to Lusaka. If he had told me of his 
findings, I would have given him the proper picture of the situation 
because what he published was a fabrication of his imagination," Mr Liboma 


said. 


He reiterated his earlier statement that there was need to educate Zambians 
living near the border with Angola and Zaire as many of them did not know 
the borders. 


The Party and Government officials quoted in the story had not given the 
reporter the alarming figure of 300 although some of them might have con- 
ceded the fact that a few cases of Zambians being blown up by landmines 
planted by UNITA rebels had been reported to them, he said. 


CSO: 3400/1396 
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ZIMCO DIRECTOR ANNOUNCES GASOLINE, DIESEL OIL PRICE CUTS 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 4 May 83 p 1 


{[Text] Prices of petrol and diesel have been reduced by 08n and 04n 
respectively with immediate effect, Zimco director-general Mr James Mapoma 


announced in Lusaka yesterday. 


Premium petrol which previously cost K1.06 a litre will now sell at 98n and 
regular which fetched Kl will now go for 92n a litre. 


The price of diesel has dropped from 72n a litre to 68n, but the cost of 
paraffin has remained the same because the commodity is still heavily 


subsidised. 


Mr Mapoma, who made the announcement at a news conference at Zimco House, 
said the move had been taken after the recent decision by the Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) to reduce the price of crude oil. 


Flanked by executive director for transport and energy Mr Patrick Chisanga 
who is also chairman of Zambia National Energy Corporation, Mr Mapoma 
appealed to transporters who had increased their fares because of increases 


in oil prices to reduce them now. 


He said following OPEC's decision to reduce the price of crude oil, savings 
in Zambia's oil import bill were expected. 


Consideration had been given to the fact that prices of premium and regular 
petrol had in the past been increased more regularly and more steeply than 
those of diesel and paraffin. 


Reduced 


"Taking into consideration these factors, it has been decided that with 
effect from mid-night, the prices of both premium and regular gasoline will 
be reduced at the pump by 08n a litre while that of diesel will drop by 04n 


a litre." 


The new prices would apply to all filling stations throughout Zambia. 
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In a Press statement released immediately after Mr Mapoma's briefing, 
Mr Chisanga said it was felt that the reduced prices would have a "salutary 
effect" on the economic difficulties Zambia was now facing. 


In making the decision, Zimco appreciated the concept that the de-control of 
prices did not only imply that prices would go up but where possible, prices 
would also drop and stabilise. 


"In this spirit, I appeal to transporters and other industries which 
increased their prices consequent to the previous increases in the prices of 
petroleum products to pass on the benefit of the present reduction in prices 
to the consumer." 


Mr Mapoma, who reviewed the oil price crisis in the world over the past 
decade, said if Zimco had been a selfish and greedy organisation it would 
have kept quiet over the reduced OPEC prices and still allowed the old 
prices to remain in force. 


But it was felt that just as the nation was hit by. price increases, so 
should it also enjoy the ease resulting from reduced prices. 


"We in Zimco feel it is our duty to help in the recovery of the economy and 
help to cut down on the high cost of living," Mr Mapoma said. 


Asked whether UBZ would reduce its fares, Mr Mapoma said the matter would 
be examined first considering that the company had been operating under 
"serious conditions." 
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ZAMBIA 


BRIEFS 


DUNLOP TIRE RESUMES PRODUCTION--The Dunlop tyre factory in Ndola, which 
closed down last month due to a critical shortage of raw materials, has now 
resumed production, the company's managing director, Mr Alan Taylor said 
yesterday. "We have reopened the factory this morning and production has 
resumed," Mr Taylor announced, adding that production will reach full 
capacity by the end of the week since they now have raw materials. How- 
ever, he declined to disclose how much foreign exchange had been allocated 
to the firm by the Government "because this information is not necessary 
for the public.” "I cannot disclose the amount made available to us by the 
Government but it’s enough to enable us to import raw materials and main- 
tain production for sometime," he said. Mr Taylor added that all workers 
who had been sent on forced leave when the plant closed down last month 

had been recalled. He thanked the Party and its Government for responding 
to the plight of the company to enable it to secure raw materials. 
[Excerpt] [Lusaka DAILY MAIL in English 4 May 83 p 5] 


ZCTU GENERAL COUNCIL TO MEET--The Zambia Congress of Trade Unions’ general 
council will meet soon to decide on the next move in light of the current 
rise in the cost of living. ZCTU chairman Mr Frederick Chiluba said this 
in Ndola yesterday when he commented on new prices of mealie meal and 
fertiliser announced by the National Milling Company and Namboard on Monday. 
Mr Chiluba said it was important the labour movement met to discuss the new 
development, as new facts had come up which would help it demand wage and 
salary increases from the Government. The NMC and Namboard announced 

price increases of mealie meal and fertiliser by an average of 30 per cent 
with immediate effect. [Excerpt] [Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 


4 May 83 p 1] 


ZCTU CONCERN OVER FOOD PRICES--The Zambia Congress of Trade Unions (ZCTU) 
yesterday expressed concern at the increase in the price of mealie meal 
and regretted that the announcement had been made when workers had just 
celebrated Labour Day. Acting general secretary, Mr Chitalu Sampa said in 
Kitwe yesterday that it was unfortunate that workers had received "a dis- 
appointing award" for May Day. The labour movement have been placed in a 
difficult position because the price hike on the country's staple food, had 
come at a time when the general council was considering the issue of the 10 
per cent wage ceiling. Mr Sampa explained that the matter would now be in 
the hands of the general council which would consider it together with 
other outstanding issues. [Excerpt] [Lusaka DAILY MAIL in English 4 May 83 


p 1) 
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OVERSEAS SCHOLARSHIPS--The Bursaries Committee has foiled attempts by some 
University of Zambia students to abandon their studies at the university in 
order to take up studies abroad. Disclosing this yesterday, the secretary 
of the Bursaries Committee, Mr Wellington Chitundu, said that most of the 
applicants for the 1983 undergraduate scholarships offered by Poland, the 
Soviet Union, Bulgaria and Czechoslovakia have been found either to be at the 
University of Zambia or those excluded or redirected. The committee made 
these observations when interviewing the candidates at their meeting held 
from April 26-28 this year. In spite of the conditions laid down in the 
advertisement that students enrolled at any Zambian institution of learn- 
ing, including the University of Zambia, should not apply, the majority of 
the applicants were those enrolled at the University, he said. The 
Bursaries Committee eliminated those students from the list of deserving 
nominees and warned them to adhere to their studies at the University of 
Zambia. He said that if the students had not been checked, they would have 
left a considerable number of places empty at the university. [Text] 
{Lusaka DAILY MAIL in English 5 May 83 p 1] 


INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS ACT AMENDMENT--The Prices and Incomes Commission has 
been empowered to approve all collective agreements with effect from May l, 
according to a statement signed by Minister of Labour and Social Services 
Mr Frederick Hapunda. This follows amendments to the Industrial Relations 
Act which transferred the power to approve agreements between employers 

and trade unions from the Industrial Relations Court. According to the 
statement, the transfer would shorten the procedure dealing with collective 
accords as there will no longer be need to publish agreements in the 
Government Gazette after 30 days before they take effect. The commission 
may still publish in the Gazette any collective agreement for comments 

from interested people. The commission will be approving dates when agree- 
ments should become effective and their duration and also to publish in the 
Gazette agreements which have been negotiated and concluded by the joint 
councils. The statement urged unions and employers who might not be sure 
of the new procedure to contact the nearest labour office or the Ministry 
of Labour and Social Services. [Text] [Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 


5 May 83 p 1] 


ANGOLAN REFUGEES--Lusaka, 11 May (AFP)--More than 1,000 Angolans, fleeing 
the fighting between the Angolan Army and UNITA guerrillas who, according 
to Luanda, are supported by South Africa, have taken refuge in north-west 
Zambia since January, the Zambian bimonthly NATIONAL MIRROR stated on 
Wednesday. According to the paper, Zambian immigration officials have 
information that the Angolans entered Zambia either through the border 
posts or illegally. Since those who entered illegally cannqt be counted, 
the total number of Angolan refugees could be higher. [Text] [AB111624 
Paris AFP in French 1558 GMT 11 May 83] 


CSO: 3419/870 
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ZIMBABWE 





RADIO TRUTH CITES ‘CORRUPTION OF JUSTICE' 


MB101902 (Clandestine) Radio Truth in English to Zimbabwe 1700 GMT 9 May 83 


[Station commentary ] 


[Text] Good evening. In place of our usual news broadcast this evening, 
we would want to discuss a delicate subject before the people of Zimbabwe. 


As you all know, Radio Truth has long been pointing out the things that are 
wrong with Zimbabwe and with Mugabe's regime. We stand against a one-party 
state dictatorship; we stand against the new coloniers of Zimbabwe, the 
North Koreans; we stand against ZANU-PF. We are for democracy in its true 
sense--a multiparty state, a nonpolitical defense force and police--and we 
are for good, clean government elected willingly by the people. But, most 
of all, we stand for impartial justice, which means we are solidly against 
the corruption of justice which is now taking place in Zimbabwe. Need we 
mention the unlawful detention of such people as (Appleby) and (Evans), 

of (Herbert Moore), of Wally Stuttaford, and now of Dumisa Dabengwa. 


Examine if you will the case of Dabengwa, who has recently been totally 
exonerated of all charges made against him. In fact, one of Dabengwa's 
former and most bitter enemies in the Rhodesian Government had every 
opportunity to exact revenge if he had so wanted. Indeed, in the light of 
such events, the Harare regime would have been overjoyed if Mr Justice 
Squires had sentenced Dabengwa to death. Instead, in a summation lasting 
3 and 1/2 hours, Mr Justice Squires said Mr Dabengwa was one of the most 
impressive witnesses seen in court for a long time. 


The judge, who is a form:r minister of justice himself, criticized the 
Harare regime for keeping Dabengwa and others in jail for more than 1 year 
without trial. In fact, far from being involved in any treasonable 
activities, Mr Justice Squires said Dabengwa had on more than one occasion 
had to quell fighting between the former ZANLA and ZIPRA guerrillas. The 
judge said finally that the alleged treasonous letter written by the accused, 
on which the entire case was based, was nct txeasonour at all. 


Never in the course of modern history did a judge have a better opportunity 


to punish a former enemy than did Hilary Squires at this time. It is to 
his credit that not only did he not seek revenge, but that he displeases 
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his new political masters by simply doing his duty to the hilt. This is 

the last thing the regime wanted, and perhaps realizing they had displayed 
their hand the only course left to them was to redetain Dabengwa, which they 
did within hours. Dabengwa and Lookout Masuku were in the cells beneath 

the court awaiting release when they were served with their redetention 


order. 


But it is the contention of Radio Truth that in this particular case, the 
regime has made a grave mistake. Dumisa Dabengwa and Lookout Masuku are 

not ordinary people. They are former leading members of ZAPU and are well 
known to the world at large. By overriding the judiciary--as they have 

done before--the regime has in this case made matters [word indistinct] 

in the eyes of the world. By appointing Squires as the trial judge and then 
having to listen to him free Dabengwa and Masuku, they have placed them- 
selves in an untenable position. By redetaining both men while they are 
awaiting release, the regime reveals itself to the world exactly for what 

it is. Even a socialist government in Europe will find much of the activities 
of ZANU-PF difficult to ccndone, and Mugabe is about to find out just how 


quickly funds can dry up. 


It is sad to reflect that Mugabe inherited one of the most sophisticated 
economies in Africa and has spent the last 3 years trying to destroy it. 
Zimbabwe under ZANU-PF is forcing western Europeans, Americans, and Britons 
to draw the ordered conclusion that it is just another third-rate, tin pot 
black African dictatorship not worthy of help or aid. And it is you, the 
people of Zimbabwe, who will suffer, not Mugabe and his bullies. 


CsO: 3400/1403 
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ZIMBABWE 


HARARE SCORES U.S. MEDIATION IN NAMIBIA, MIDDLE EAST 


MB121356 Harare Domestic Service in English 1115 GMT 11 May 83 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] The U.S. secretary of state, Mr George Shultz, has been on a long 
shuttle in the Middle East region in an effort to secure the withdrawal of 
what has been termed foreign troops from Lebanon. After concentrating on 
Tel Aviv and Beirut in what appeared as a mediating role, Washington's spe- 
cial envoy finally produced whathas now come to be known as the Lebanese- 
Israeli accord on the withdrawal of foreign troops from the Lebanese terri- 


tory. 


According to the Shultz agreement the Israeli occupation troops’ withdrawal 
from Lebanon has to take place simultaneously with the withdrawal of Syrian 
and Palestinian forces from that country. The rationale behind Washington's 
{words indistinct] agreements is that the withdrawal of Zionist Israel from 
Lebanon is conditional in that the Syrians and the Palestinians have to quit 
Lebanon. The essence of the agreement worked out, without direct participa- 
tion of Syria and the PLO and other Arab nations, clearly shows the partiality 
of Washington as a mediator. In any case that agreement is a half-baked cake, 
which is a health hazard to the possible permanent political solution to the 


Middle East. 





(?7Reference) to the Reagan administration's strategy and policies in the Middle 
East appears to have supported the invasion and occupation of Lebanon by Zion- 
ist Israel so that it would seek the withdrawal of Syrian troops and Palestinians 
from that territory. The question is how can Washington put Zionist Israel, 

an aggressor, on an equal position with Syria and the PLO? Did Syria and the 

PLO invade, occupy, and plunder Lebanon? Were they not victims of Israeli 


aggression and massacres? 


What is apparent is that Lebanon has been taken as a guinea pig by Washington 

and Tel Aviv in their sinister designs to annihiliate the Palestinian right to 
self-determination. The so-called withdrawal accord has never and will never 

be the crux of the Middle East crisis. In fact the accord is a political instru- 
ment being used by the United States and Zionist Israel to isolate Lebanon 

and divide the Arab world with the primary aim of destroying the PLO. The 

truth of the matter is that Zionist Israel, as the aggressor, should withdraw 
unconditionally from Lebanon. The most rational step Washington should have 
taken was to work out an agreement on the creation of a Palestinian state and 
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the right of the Palestinian people to their national rights. It is unfortu- 
nate that the Reagan administration is pretending that this is not the main 
question. This would not surprise us because the Reagan administration's for- 
eign policy elsewhere has been a clear display of double standards in diplo- 


macy. 


The Lebanese situation has its own model in Southern Africa. Washington has 
run away from the genuine question of Namibian independence with the withdrawal 
of Cuban troops from Angola. In other words the Reagan administration has cus- 
hioned the illegal occupation of Namibia by the Pretoria regime and the con- 
stant aggression on the frontline states by introducing the irrelevant issue 
of the Cuban troop withdrawal from Angola. The truth is that Washington sup- 
ports racist-ruled South Africa in Southern Africa and Zionist Israel in the 


Middle East. 


CSO: 3400/1428 
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ZIMBABWE 


NAMIBIAN GROUPS MEET SWAPO, ZIMBABWE PRESIDENTS 
MB111702 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1413 GMT 11 May 83 


[Text] Windhoek, 11 May, SAPA--The Interessengemeinschaft Deutschsprachiger 
Suedwester [IG] [Interest Society of German-Speaking Southwesters] held talks 
in Harare last week with SWAPO President Mr Sam Nujoma, its leader said in 


Windhoek today. 


The IG, a group representing German speakers interests in SWA/Namibia, spent 
six days in Zimbabwe, the leader of the group, Mr Konrad Liliental told SAPA. 


In the past the IG supported the Democratic Turnhaile Alliance of Mr Dirk 
Mudge. 


The West German Government helped set up the visit. 


The delegation also had brief discussions with Zimbabwean President Canaan 
Banana. 


"We spoke about our concern over the seemingly never-ending war situation in 
the north," Mr Liliental said. 


"In Zimbabwe they have people in the same Cabinet and the same Parliament who 
fought each other as enemies for 10 years," Mr Liliental said. He did not 
see why the same could not happen in SWA/Namibia. 


The IG had also spoken about the necessity for the people of SWA/Namibia 
to seek a solution for the country without the interference of other powers. 


"We told SWAPO we were concerned that after independence they would make 
South Africa an enemy if they came to power. We said this country is so depend- 
ent on South Africa this could cause great difficulty," Mr Liliental said. 


Asked whether the IF had undertaken the meeting with SWAPO as brokers for 
South Africa Mr Liliental said this was not so. 


But he said if they were asked to do so they would consider it. 


CSO: 3400/1428 
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ZIMBABWE 


BRIEFS 


LOAN AGREEMENT WITH DEVELOPMENT BANK--Zimbabwe and the African Development 
Bank [ADB] have signed a loan agreement worth 8.6 million dollars. The 
agreement was signed in Nairobi, Kenya, yesterday by the minister of finance, 
economic planning, and development, Comrade Bernard Chidzero, and ADB offi- 
cials. It will be used for the construction of 82 rural health centers and 
246 stock houses. A government statement issued today says the loan will be 
over a period fo 50 years, with a 10-year grace period at an interest rate of 
0.75 percent per annum. Members of the ADB are attending the bank's annual 
meeting in the Kenyan capital. [Text] J[MB121943 Harare Domestic Service in 


English 1745 GMT 12 May 83] 
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